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This year’s Children’s service is based on 
the service of lessons and carols which 
started at King’s College,  Cambridge  
England in 1918.  The prayers and the 
blessing are largely taken from that service. 
However that which drives the service are 
the readings from Holy Scripture that 
chronicle the “loving purposes of God” 
throughout history. These purposes have 
been revealed to us in the child born of 
Mary, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Christ, by highest heav’n adored, 

Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
Late in time behold Him come, 
Offspring of a virgin’s womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, 
Hail the incarnate Deity! 

Pleased as Man with man to dwell, 
Jesus, our Immanuel! Refrain  

 
 

Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! 
Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all He brings, 

Ris’n with healing in His wings. 
Mild He lays His glory by, 

Born that man no more may die 
Born to raise the sons of earth, 

Born to give them second birth. Refrain 



Extinguish candles 
 

 

Please Stand 
 

Collect and Blessing 

P. The Lord be with you. 
C. And with thy spirit. 
P. Let us pray.  O God, You make us glad with the yearly re-
membrance of the birth of Your only begotten Son, Jesus 
Christ. Grant that as we joyfully receive Him as our Redeemer, 
we may with sure confidence behold Him when He comes to be 
our Judge; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and   
forever. 
C. Amen. 
 

P. The Almighty God grant you his grace: Christ give you the 
joys of everlasting life: and unto the fellowship of the citizens 
above may the king of Angels bring us all. The almighty and 
merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless 
and preserve you.  
C. Amen. 
 
 

“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”   #380 
 

Congregation:    Hark! The herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the newborn King; 

Peace on earth and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled!” 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 
Join the triumph of the skies; 

With the angelic host proclaim, 
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 

 

Refrain:              Hark! The herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the newborn King!” 

 

 

 

  Pre-service Music 
   

  Bells 
 

  All rise and face the processional cross as we sing: 
 

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”   #357 

 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear. Refrain 

 

Refrain     Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
                  Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 

O come, Thou Branch of Jesse’s tree, 
Free them from Satan’s tyranny 

That trust Thy mighty pow’r to save, 
And give them vict’ry o’er the grave. Refrain 

 

O come, Thou Key of David, come, 
And open wide our heav’nly home; 

Make safe the way that leads on high, 
And close the path to misery. Refrain 

 

O come, Desire of nations, bind 
In one the hearts of all mankind; 
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 

And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 

P. Beloved in Christ, this Christmas Eve, may it be our care and 
delight to prepare ourselves to hear again the message of the an-
gels; and in heart and mind to go even unto Bethlehem and see 
this thing which is come to pass, and the Babe lying in a manger. 

And because the birth of this same Christ of Mary by the power 
of God has revealed unto us God’s light and life, let us pray our 
Lord God Almighty that He would deliver the world from all er-
ror, take away disease, ward off famine, set free those in bond-
age, remember in mercy our enemies, grant health to the sick and 
a safe journey to all who travel. With these prayers and praises let 
us humbly offer up to the throne of heaven, along with all that 
our Lord would have us ask, saying:  
 

C.  Our Father who art in heaven,  

  hallowed be Thy name,  

  Thy kingdom come,   

  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;  

  give us this day our daily bread;  

  and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

   trespass against us;  

  and lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil.  

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  

 forever and ever. Amen 
 

P. Lo, to us the Christ is born. 
C. O come, let us worship Him. 
 

Please be Seated 

 

“From Heaven Above to Earth I Come”  # 358 

Soloist:           “From heav’n above to earth I come 
To bear good news to ev’ry home; 
Glad tidings of great joy I bring, 
Whereof I now will say and sing: 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all 
might believe through him. He was not the light, but came to bear 
witness about the light.    The true light, which gives light to     
everyone, was coming into the world.   He was in the world, and 
the world was made through him, yet the world did not know 
him.  He came to his own, and his own people did not receive 
him. But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he 
gave the right to become children of God, who were born, not of 
blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of 
God.  And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we 
have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full 
of grace and truth. 

 

“Silent Night, Holy Night”   #363 

 

Congregation:         Silent night, holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright 

Round yon virgin mother and child. 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, 
Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 
Silent night, holy night! 

Shepherds quake at the sight; 
Glories stream from heaven afar, 

Heav’nly hosts sing, Alleluia! 
Christ, the Savior, is born! 
Christ, the Savior, is born! 

 
Silent night, holy night! 

Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, 
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
Welcome to earth, O noble Guest, 

Through whom the sinful world is blest! 
You came to share my misery 

That You might share Your joy with me. 
 

Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child, 
Prepare a bed, soft, undefiled, 

A quiet chamber set apart 
For You to dwell within my heart. 

 
Glory to God in highest heav’n, 
Who unto us His Son has giv’n! 

While angles sing with pious mirth 
A glad new year to all the earth 

  

 

Message 

 

Choir  “Where Shepherds Lately Knelt” 

The congregation lights their candles.  

 

 

St. John 1 

The glory of the Incarnation 

       In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God.  He was in the beginning with 
God. All things were made through him, and without him 
was not any thing made that was made.  In him was life, 

and the life was the light of men.  The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. There was     
a man sent from God, whose name was John. 

 
Girls Choir:     “To you this night is born a child 

Of Mary, chosen virgin mild; 
This little child of lowly birth 

Shall be the joy of all the earth. 
 
 

Children:         “This is the Christ, our God Most High, 
Who hears your sad and bitter cry; 

He will Himself your Savior be 
From all your sins to set you free” 

 

 

 

 

 

Isaiah 9 

The prophet foretells the coming of the Savior. 

 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light 
shined.  For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; 
and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name 
shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 

 
Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no 
end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it 
and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this 
time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will 
do this. 

 
 



 

“What Child Is This”   #370 

Congregation:     What child is this, who, laid to rest, 
On Mary’s lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 
While shepherds watch are keeping? 

This, this is Christ the king, 
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 

Haste, haste to bring Him laud, 
The babe, the son of Mary! 

 

Why lies He in such mean estate 
Where ox and ass are feeding? 

Good Christian, fear; 
For sinners here The silent Word is pleading. 

Nails, spear shall pierce Him through, 
The cross be borne for me, for you; 

Hail, hail the Word made flesh, 
The babe, the son of Mary! 

 

                  So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh; 
Come, peasant, king, to own Him. 

The King of kings salvation brings; 
Let loving hearts enthrone Him. 

Raise, raise the song on high, 
The virgin sings her lullaby; 
Joy, joy, for Christ is born, 
The babe, the son of Mary! 

 

Isaiah 11 

The peace that Christ will bring is foreshown. 

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse,  and a 
branch from his roots shall bear fruit.  And the Spirit of 
the Lord shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and           
understanding,  the Spirit of counsel and might,  the Spirit of 
knowledge and the fear of the Lord.  And his delight shall be in 
the fear of the Lord.  He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or 
decide disputes by what his ears hear,  but with righteousness he 
shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the 
earth; 

 

St. Luke 2 

The shepherds go to the manger. 
And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the 
field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And, lo, the angel 
of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
round about them: and they were sore afraid. And the angel said 
unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great 
joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in 
the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord.  And this 
shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in   
swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.  
 

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heaven-
ly host praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and 
on earth peace, good will toward men. And it came to pass, as the 
angels were gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds said 
one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this 
thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known 
unto us. And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, 
and the babe lying in a manger. 
 

“From Heaven Above to Earth I Come”  #358 

“These are the signs that you shall mark: 
The swaddling clothes and manger dark. 

There you will find the infant laid 
By whom the heav’ns and earth were made” 

 
Come here, my friends, lift up your eyes, 

And see what in the manger lies. 
Who is this child, so young and fair? 

It is the Christ child lying there. 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

St. Luke 2 

The evangelist tells of the birth of Jesus. 

And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree 
from Caesar Augustus, that all the world should be taxed. And all 
went to be taxed, every one into his own city.  
 
And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the 
city of Nazareth, into Judea, unto the city of David, which 
is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and 
lineage of David:) to be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, 
being great with child.  
 
And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were          
accomplished that she should be delivered. And she brought forth 
her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid 
him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn. 

 

“Away in a Manger”   #364 

Children:      Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 
The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head. 
The stars in the sky looked down where He lay, 

The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 

The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 
But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes. 

I love Thee, Lord Jesus!  Look down from the sky, 
And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 

 
Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay 
Close by me forever and love me, I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in thy tender care, 
And take us to heaven to live with Thee there. 

 
 

     
 
 
 
 

  

 and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with 
the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.  Righteousness 
shall be the belt of his waist,  and faithfulness the belt of his 
loins. The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall 
lie down with the young goat, and the calf and the lion and the 
fattened calf together;  and a little child shall lead them. 

 

 

“O Little Town of Bethlehem”   #361 
 

Congregation:     O little town of Bethlehem, 
How still we see thee lie! 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
The silent stars go by; 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
The everlasting light. 

The hopes and fears of all the years 
Are met in thee tonight. 

 
 

For Christ is born of Mary, 
And, gathered all above 

While mortals sleep, the angels keep 
Their watch of wond’ring love. 

O morning stars, together 
Proclaim the holy birth, 

And praises sing to God the king 
And peace to all the earth! 

 
 

How silently, how silently 
The wondrous gift is giv’n! 

So God imparts to human hearts 
The blessings of His heav’n 

No ear may hear His coming; 
But in this world of sin, 

Where meek souls will receive Him, still 
The dear Christ enters in. 

  



  
 

O holy Child of Bethlehem, 
Descend to us, we pray; 

Cast out our sin, and enter in, 
Be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels 
The great glad tidings tell; 

O come to us, abide with us, 
Our lord Immanuel! 

 

 

St. Luke 1 

The angel Gabriel salutes the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city 
of Galilee named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose 
name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin’s name 
was Mary. And he came to her and said, "Greetings, O favored 
one, the Lord is with you!" But she was greatly troubled at the 
saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 
And the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have 
found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in your 
womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. He will 
be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. 
 
 

And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David     
and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever,  and of his  
kingdom there will be no end."  And Mary said to the angel,  
"How will this be, since I am a virgin?"  And the angel               
answered her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the  
power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child  
to be born will be called holy— the Son of God. And behold,  
your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son,  
and this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. 
 

 
 
 

 For nothing will be impossible with God." And Mary said, 
"Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according 
to your word." And the  angel departed from her. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

“Joy To the World”   #387 
 

Children:         Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her king; 

Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room 
And heav’n and nature sing, 
And heav’n and nature sing, 

        And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 
 

Congregation:  Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
Let men their songs employ, 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 
 

No more let sins and sorrows grow 
Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make His blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as the curse is found, 

Far as, far as the curse is found. 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace 
And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love, 

And wonders, wonders of His love. 
 
 
 

 

 
 


