
PLEASE USE THE NEW ENTRANCE TO ENTER & EXIT !  
                

                                                                                                                                                                        NOTEWORTHY  DATES  
July  10  11:00a Senior Bible Study/11:30a Lunch Village Diner 

  7:00p Board-Elders 

July  15  6:30p L.W.M.L. Salad Supper & Quarterly Meeting  

July  16  7:00p Board-Trustees 

July  20              11:00a-5:00p  Reserved:  Fellowship Hall - Bridal Shower  

July  21 10:30a Quarterly Voters’ Meeting following service  

July  24  2:00p Calling & Caring 

Aug. 01  7:00p Board-Trustees 

Aug. 03  9:00a Vacation Bible School until 5:00pm Followed w/short Program and Potluck Meal  

                                       Guests & Members Invited to Attend!  Join Us! 

Aug. 11    Save Date:  Installation of Rev. Micah R. Gaunt  more details to follow in the upcoming weeks 

Aug. 12  9:30a Sewing for Orphan Grain Train 

Aug. 13  6:00p Board-Finance   7:00p Board-Elders 

Aug. 14  11:00a Senior Bible Study/11:30a Lunch Village Diner 

Aug. 28  2:00p Calling & Caring  

                 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

Sunday   Divine Service 9:00a & 10:30a Bible Class     

Tuesday Bible Study 9:30a-10:30a      

Wednesday Midweek Family Night – Fall Schedule - Begins in September                             
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“But if we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and 
the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.” 1 John 1:7  ESV 

Independence Day in America celebrates the founding of a nation in The Declaration of Inde-

pendence.  Independence Day marks the establishment of our Constitution, and sets it firmly 

as the law of the land, and from its opening Preamble words sets forth “we the people” as the 

basis.  “Thy liberty in Law” as the words of “America The Beautiful” sings it.   Freedom, 

liberty and justice for all.  In our Constitution there is The Bill of Rights, passed because con-

cepts such as freedom of religion, speech, equal treatment, and due process of law were 

deemed so important that not even a majority should be allowed to change them.  In our na-

tion, we consider ourselves a righteous, moral and just people because of our laws, our sys-

tem of government.  The Rule of law is our principle under which all persons, institutions, 

and entities are accountable to laws that are publicly promulgated, equally enforced, Inde-

pendently adjudicated, and consistent with international human rights principles.  Is it this 

law that makes us a righteous people?   Is this what establishes Americans, you, before God 

even?   

Israel, the Jews, once made that error by placing their confidence in the Law that God gave 

them.  How do you know you are God’s people?  God gave us His Law! was the answer.  So 

Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my dis-

ciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” They answered him, “We 

are offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone.  Much like Americans 

might respond, “We are Americans, we are just and righteous and have never been enslaved 

to anyone.  We are free!”  (Had they forgotten “Egypt?)  How is it that you say, ‘You will 

become free’?” Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who practices sin 

is a slave to sin.  The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever.  So 

if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.  

Here is real Independence, In God’s Son who really set us free!  God has established His 

Covenant, His “last will and testament.”   God originated it.  God carried it out.  God 

“ratified” it in the Blood of His Son Jesus.  Ratified?  Yes.   Because God’s Son Jesus carried 

it out FOR ALL PEOPLE, on behalf of ALL PEOPLE. 

Here is the real declaration of independence:  For our sake God made Jesus, who knew no 

sin, to be sin so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God in Him.  How?  

Through faith in Jesus, a faith that God Himself enkindles, works, through hearing, paying 

attention to God Word as it is read and preached and taught . . . that those that believe on His 

Name, those that trust and have confidence in who Jesus is and what He has done FOR 

THEM by His death in the cross and His resurrection, are become free from the law’s accu-

satory terrors, free from the fear of death and Hell’s destruction, free from endlessly trying to 

match God’s righteousness by keeping God’s law which was never given to justify sinners 

and reconcile them to God in the first place.  It was given to show sinners their sin and their 

desperate need for a savior.  The law shows sinners they are enslaved by sin and bound by the 

chains of the law to reconcile them to God and that is simply futile because by the deeds of 
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the law shall no flesh be justified.     

Real independence is not through some feeble insincere attempt of sinners to match God’s righteousness by their own 

slavery to God’s righteous law.  God’s righteousness only comes through God’s declaration of righteousness upon you 

by His own Word of Absolution for you that all your sins are forgiven through Jesus Blood and merit.  Only in Jesus is 

there such a full and complete assurance of God’s real independence for you because Jesus is God and Holy Spirit by 

God’s Word delivers for you the complete righteousness that Jesus brings from God FOR YOU and for all, a righteous-

ness that depends on faith in Jesus’ sinless life lived FOR ALL, by His suffering crucifixion FOR ALL in His Blood shed 

on the cross FOR ALL, as He completely obeyed the Father’s will and endured FOR everybody on that cross, as Jesus 

endured the full force of God’s wrath against sin, better known as Hell, so that the world might be saved through Him 

and have real independence from sin, death and Hell.   

There is no need for you to add yourself or your efforts or your intentions!  God didn’t need you, or your help, or your 

intentions to give you real independence.  God loved the world, and if the world     then YOU!  You are free in Jesus.  

And FOR YOU, out of great love FOR YOU in Jesus, He had mercy upon you.  And by His grace, He freed YOU also.     

Independence Day is Jesus FOR YOU, in His Word FOR YOU, freed from the law, all your sins are forgiven you.  In 

Jesus is  real independence.  In the Name of Jesus.  Amen.          

 Rev. Jack Kirk, CDR & Chaplain, U.S. Navy Retired 

Welcome Pastor Gaunt 

 Peace Lutheran Church would like to welcome Pastor Gaunt and his wife Dawn 

and their 8 children as Pastor Gaunt has accepted the call to Peace Lutheran 

Church. He will be installed on August 11, 2019 with more details to follow in 

the upcoming weeks.   Please pray for Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Ravenna 

as they now begin the process of calling a pastor.  

Pastor Micah R. Gaunt      

Micah Gaunt did most of his growing up in Orchard Farm, Missouri, a rural area 

outside of St. Charles, Missouri, where his father still serves as pastor of Trinity 

Lutheran Church. He attended Trinity's small, two-room elementary school before moving on to Lutheran 

High in St. Charles, Missouri. Later, he received a Bachelor’s of Science in education from Concordia Univer-

sity in Seward, NE. While at Seward, he participated in the A Capella choir and studied one semester in Eng-

land. It is at Seward that he met and married his wife, Dawn, who hails from Grant, NE.  

Upon graduating college in 2000, Pastor and Mrs. Gaunt moved to Houston, Texas, where Micah taught lit-

erature and theology for Lutheran High North. His work there included revamping the religion curriculum 

and overseeing the chapel services. While in Houston, he was blessed to be shepherded by two very fine 

pastors who encouraged him to attend seminary and earn a Masters of Divinity. In 2003, Micah and Dawn 

moved to St. Louis, Missouri where he began his seminary training; in the course of that training he was a 

vicar at Redeemer Lutheran Church in Enid, Oklahoma.  

He has previously been Pastor at Bethlehem Lutheran in Ravenna since 2007.  
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Thank you to our Peace Family for their prayers and kind expressions of  

sympathy and comfort at the death of Kay’s brother Steven R. Sale.  God’s blessings to 

all of you.  Glen & Kay Krueger 

Camp Comeca 2019 

Two father and son duos, Dustin and Isaac (Grade 5) 

Russell and Josh and Merrick (Grade 7) Russell, at-

tended the Catechetical Retreat at Camp Comeca near 

Cozad, Nebraska, May 28-30, 2019.  This camp is for 

those who have completed 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th 

grades. 

Merrick and Isaac said along with digging into the 

Catechism lessons, they especially enjoyed the physi-

cal things found at camp like swimming and the 

unique dodge ball game they played inside a specially constructed ball pit.  Merrick said he enjoyed meeting and interacting with 

the other pastors at camp. Josh and Dustin thoroughly enjoyed being welcomed into the Pastors fold as they talked, studied, and 

prayed.  They felt they learned so much and deeply appreciated the Catechetical lessons as a great refresher of the instruction they 

received when they became members of Peace.    

The theme this year was DEVOTED TO THE APOSTLES’ TEACHING (Acts 2:42).  The Reverend Glen Gutz (Immanuel-

Salisbury, MO) and the Reverend Ryan Seymour (Zion-Bancroft & St. John-Beemer) were their Catechists.  The Reverend Jon 

Sollberger (Immanuel-Louisville) served as their Chaplain.  The Catechists provided an overview of the Church located in time 

and space, and then they looked at examples of how the Church in every age must contend for the truth of God’s Word ~ being 

“Devoted to the Apostles’ Teaching” (Acts 2:42).  Their retreat time was divided between STUDY (catechesis), WORSHIP (daily 

prayer offices & Divine Service) and PLAY (camp activities).  Their day began at 8:00 a.m. with breakfast and ended at 11:00 

p.m. (or later) with lights out.   

Camp Comeca has excellent facilities including an indoor pool and gym.  It sits next to Midway Lake on which they could canoe 

and paddle boat.  There are tennis and volleyball courts, a zip-line, GaGa ball pit, archery, rock-climbing, frisbee golf, horseshoes 

and other activities as well.  65 students, 24 adult sponsors, 1 vicar, and -----10 pastors were in attendance.  What an awesome way 

to spend a few days with like-minded people!                    Joan Primrose 

A NOTE FROM THE STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE  “A person comes into this world with nothing. And when he dies, he 

leaves with nothing.  In spite of all his hard work, he leaves exactly as he came.”  Ecclesiates 5:15 

We all know the modern translation of this one:  You can’t take it with you.  It’s just common sense.  You pay sweat and toil for the 

things you accumulate.  But you never own anything permanently; you only rent it for a season, until you pass from this earth.  Your 

precious possessions, even if they outlast you, will belong to someone else.  The flip side of that coin is positive:  Much good has 

been done by sizeable bequests to charities, Christian ministries, or individuals.  Accumulation can work hand in hand with goals for 

God’s kingdom.  For now, we only need to remember that in eternal terms, there is no own—only loan.  Jesus reminds us to act 

wisely, therefore, and invest in the treasures that are indeed permanent, for they are fixed in heaven.  “But lay up for yourselves 

treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal.  For where your treasure is, 

there your heart will be also.”  Matthew 6:20-21.  One way we find heaven on earth is to make investments in it from earth.  And 

that bank is accessed through what we set our hearts upon.  Excerpted from Searching for Heaven on Earth by Dr. David Jeremiah, 

2004, Thomas Nelson Publisher.  There are many avenues in which one can make an eternal difference right here at Peace Luther-

an by directing your giving to:  current expenses of your congregation, missions, property improvement, paying off our new building 

loan, bus maintenance fund, Benevolence fund, heating/air conditioning replacement fund, new organ fund.  Consider how you will 

make a difference.   Joan Primrose 
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It is Christ Lutheran School-Juniata’s belief that a child is best served when church, home, and 

school  are pointing them in the same direction.  CLS has been providing Christian education to 

students of Adams County since 1890.  CLS has an outstanding academic reputation with stu-

dents consistently scoring well above the national average on standardized achievement assess-

ments while growing in a strong faith based environment.  BETTER YET-- Thanks to the 

ACLEA scholarship fund, tuition assistance is available to families of all denominations who 

might not otherwise be able to afford it.  If you would like to learn more about what a Christian 

elementary school (grades K-8) experience can do for your child contact our school office at 

402-744-4991 to learn more. Bus service is now available for Hastings, Juniata, and Kenesaw families.  CLS located 15 minutes 

NW of Hastings on Prosser Rd.   Our mission is to provide parents with a high quality Christian school alternative regardless of a 

families ability to pay.  Scholarship programs include:  General Financial Aid-Based on family income up to 90% off of tuition.  

Middle School-This is FREE tuition program for students entering grades 5-8. Limited to 2 per congregation based on certain 

critera and your pastor's recommendation.  Partners in Ministry-Scholarship program for children of all Christian denomination 

pastors and ministry staff employed in full-time church work.  Finally-CLS is looking to hire a part-time music teacher and class-

room aid for the upcoming 2019-2020 school year.  If you know of any candidates to recommend--please send them my way.   In 

Christ,  Doug Eisele  CLS-Principal  402-744-4991 

SENIOR YOUTH GROUP NEWS:  What a great group of Youth, we are 13+ strong  

and have a lot planned this coming year.  If you are in High School and have not attended, don’t miss out on the great fellowship 

and bible study.   Check with Brenda Christensen for possible summer Schedule and Events!     

Dare To Be Lutheran!  Youth & Brenda! 

ZZ  ion Lutheran School ion Lutheran School will soon become Zion Classical Academy - Est. by Zion 

Lutheran Church!  What is a Classical Christian Education?  Zion invites you to come and learn more about 

the major and exciting changes taking place at our school.  Please join us for our “Rally in the Park” at the 

Chautauqua Pavilion in Hastings on Sunday, July 21st at 12:00 noon.  There will be a FREE hamburger and hot dog 

meal, FREE games, a drawing to win a FREE half-year of tuition, and FREE entertainment provided by celebrated Lin-

coln musician, Paul Siebert.  Paul will present his “Echoes of an Era” musical living history program, using original and 

period music with up to 7 different acoustical instruments.  Paul’s interactive, family-centered program is graciously 

sponsored by Humanities Nebraska.  Learn more about one of the Midwest’s most respected and beloved folk singers 

at www.paulsiebertlive.com.  Make plans now to attend!  Contact Zion at 402-462-5012 for more details. 

Sara Nielsen, Principal 

 Volunteers Needed for the Adams County Fair!   Volunteers are needed to staff the South 

Central Nebraska Right to Life booths for both the Adams County Fair in Hastings, July 16 – 21. Several members of the 

SCNRTL group will be beginning to make phone calls in the next few weeks to fill in shift hours. Just a few hours of your 

time is all that is needed! Our booth will be located in the air-conditioned Activities Building. A friendly smile and will-

ingness to witness for those unborn babies who cannot speak for themselves is all it takes to make a difference!                

We would like to have 2 people at each shift, so bring a friend!             SHIFT OPPORTUNITIES:                                     

* Wednesday – July 17th: 5 - 7:30 pm *or* 7:30 – 10 pm * Thursday – July 18th: 

5 - 7:30 pm *or* 7:30 – 10 pm * Friday – July 19th: 5 - 7:30 pm *or* 7:30 – 10 

pm * Saturday – July 20th: 10 am – 12 pm *or* 12 – 2 pm *or* 2 – 5 pm *or* 5 – 

7:30 pm *or* 7:30 – 10 pm * Sunday – July 21st: 1 – 3 pm *or* 3 pm - 5 pm *or* 

5 – 7 pm TO SIGN UP – call or text Amanda at 785-643-5289 *or* email: 

SouthCentralNebraskaRightToLife@yahoo.com  
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July 

Monday, July 8    9:30a Sewing for OGT 

                             4:00p Executive Board Meeting 

Monday, July 15 6:30p Quarterly Meeting Salad Supper  

   Hostesses:  Janelle Ham & Ronda Johnson 

Greeting Cards:  Sue Fintel, 2nd half Nadeen Debban    

Altar Flowers:  Harold & Janelle Ham 
 

August  

Monday, Aug. 12 Sewing for OGT 

Greeting Cards:  Nadeen Debban      Altar Flowers:  Carol Hansel 

 

LCMS National Convention  The 67th Convention of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod • 

July 20-25, 2019 • Tampa  

Harrison re-elected LCMS President  The Rev. Dr. Matthew C. Harrison has been re-elected to 

a fourth term as president of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod after receiving the majority 

vote on the first ballot during the June 22–25 election period.   The three nominees for president of 

the Synod were Harrison, the Rev. Dr. David P.E. Maier and the Rev. Timothy M. Klinkenberg. 

The results of the ballots (cast by a total registered electorate of 6,449), as tallied by Election-

America and reported to the secretary of the Synod on June 26, are as follows:    • Harrison — 

3,014 votes (51.76 percent)   • Maier — 2,323 votes (39.89 percent)   • Klinkenberg — 486 votes 

(8.35 percent)    The installation service will take place at 7 p.m. on Friday, Sept. 13,  in the chapel 

on the campus of Concordia Seminary, St. Louis.  

 

 

Ingathering 

Items for  

School Kits 
 

2 notebooks  

8 1/2’’ X  11in 

1blunt tip scissors 

1 ruler inch/

metric 1 glue stick 

6 pencil w/eraser 

unsharpened 

1-2 inch eraser 

1 box crayons 

12 sheets con-

struction paper  

1 cloth bag w/

handles  

14’’ by 18’’    

 

VOLUNTEERS  

NEEDED!   

Creative and artistic 

volunteers are need-

ed to create props for 

VBS.  Please contact 

Joan Primrose 402-

469-6335 to help.    

 

RIGHT  

TO  

LIFE  

PERSPECTIVE: 

" There  

may  

be  

accidental   

 parents,  

but there  

are  

no 

 accidental  

children." 

 

RICK WARREN 

http://www.paulsiebertlive.com/


  Lamplighter  JULY/AUGUST  2019 
Page 4 

Mourning + Family of Tessa Sadd Hospice, Surgery, or Hospitalization +Beverly 

Saathoff  + Rick Ressel + Kay Krueger + Deb Johnson + Al Kress  Health Issues      

+ Victor Gaunt  + Mary Ann Ressel + Patty Whitten + Jenny Brogan + Margret Her-

bert + Randy Russell Cancer + Maria Gomez + Merna Urwin + Kent  Cohagan         

+ Barbara Classan + Andy Jacques + Ed Elshof  + Marilyn Houston Military + Tyler 

Mars + Ross Peters   

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

will conclude on June 30, 2019  

THANK YOU to all supporters of this campaign. God continues to bless our congregation and we are so 

thankful! As we look back, this project started with a cost of roughly 1.2 million dollars and as of May 31, 

2019, that cost has been reduced to $107, 622. What an outstanding job!!  

As we continue to enjoy the new Fellowship Hall and the spacious Narthex, we are reminded of how 

blessed we are at Peace Lutheran Church and what a blessing this project has been! We are so close to 

wrapping up this building campaign, let’s all make a special push to pay off our debt of $107,622 to be free 

and clear by December 31, 2019. Some can give a little, some can give a lot, let's see what we as a congre-

gation can do together to pay off our debt. Donations through the end of the year will be recorded just as 

they have been for the last several years and those monies will then be applied to the loan. Each month 

Peace continues to accumulate interest in the amount of $345 a month approximately on this project so it 

would be beneficial to pay our debt as soon as possible. God loves a cheerful giver! Being this close to the 

end is so exciting and wouldn’t this be a wonderful way to celebrate this Christmas as a congregation by 

completing this project? We have six months to go before Christmas so let’s share with God our cheerful 

hearts and remember: Thanks be to God!  

6Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap gener-

ously. 7Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for 

God loves a cheerful giver. 8And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that 

you need, you will abound in every good work. 2 Corinthians 9:6-15  
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Dr. Phil  
 
 

Want to  

encourage  

and Welcome 

Youth to play 

instruments,  

solos, small 

groups at our 

Services  

 

Mr. David Witt  
VBS 2019 

Daniel & the Lion’s Den, Courage in Captivity  
Faith in God will Conquer Fear:  Don’t be afraid, for I am with 
you.  Don’t be discouraged, for I am your God.  Isaiah 41:10 
 
Join Daniel—torn from his home and forced into the service of a 

foreign king—as he maintained his steadfast faith in God in a 

godless culture.  This one-day VBS meets Daniel and his friends 

where kids and families learn God is with you when things 

change, when you need help, when you are afraid, when you 

are lonely, when you are thankful.   

WHEN:  Saturday, August 3, 2019 
TIME:  VBS 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.   
             5:45 p.m. 30-Minute Closing Program 
             6:15 p.m.  Potluck Supper immediately following (meat provided) 
AGES:  3 years through 6th grade 
REGISTRATION:  Forms available on the church website www.peacelutheranhastings.org, on the 
table by the mailboxes, or call the church office at 402-462-9023.  Volunteers are welcome! 
 
We are planning a 30-minute VBS family closing program at 5:45 pm with a potluck supper immedi-
ately following for all those attending VBS, their parents, and the entire congregation. Meat will be 
provided. Those who are not members of Peace will be our guests and do not need to bring a food 
item.  
JOIN US!—where kids and adults will find that they are not much different from Daniel and his 
friends who kept their faith in a faithless culture.   

 

 

RADIO  

information - 

www.the cross 

957.org   

DAILY   

CHRISTIAN  

STATION:   

KNNA LP   

FM 95.7 

Program  

PROGRAMMING   

24/7 

LAW &  

GOSPEL ,   

ISSUES ETC. 

PROCLAIMING 

THE ONE 

 

HEAR !   

WHAT YOU 

HAVE BEEN 

MISSING!  

 

Rev. Jack Kirk 

http://www.peacelutheranhastings.org


Vacation Bible School 

Peace Lutheran Church 
www.peacelutheranhastings.org 

REGISTRATION FORM
August 3, 2019   one-day
9:00am-5:00pm

For Ages 3 years - entering 6th Grade 

Please return completed forms to the Church Office: 

Peace Lutheran Church      (402) 462-9023 

906 N. California Ave.         peacelutheranhastings@gmail.com

Hastings, NE 68901

Child’s Name Age / Date of Birth Grade in Fall 2019

Allergies or Medical Conditions 

___________________________________________________

Church Affiliation and/or Membership 

___________________________________________________

Friend or Relative of: (if non-member at Peace) 

___________________________________________________

Parents' Names (or those authorized to pick up children) 

___________________________________________________

Address 

___________________________________________________

City, State Zip 

___________________________________________________

Home Phone / Cell Phone 

___________________________________________________

Emergency Contact Name & Phone # 

___________________________________________________

I would like to volunteer.  Please mark where:  

___Where needed most ___Crafts

___Recess & games ___Bible/storytelling 

___Home Room Leader ___Kitchen/snacks

___Bible Challenge activity station


