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PLEASE USE THE NEW ENTRANCE TO ENTER & EXIT !  
                                                                                                                                                                       NOTEWORTHY  DATES  
Sept.   4             6:30p Parents Meeting   Midweek Classes Begin Pre-K– 8th Grade Students 
Sept.   5 1:30p L.W.M.L.        7:00p Board-Trustees 
Sept.   8  5:00p Youth Barbeque  pg. 6 
Sept.   9 9:30a Sewing for OGT-Assemble School Kits      6:00p    Men’s Steak Night 
Sept. 10 6:00p Board-Finance  7:00p Board-Elders   
Sept. 11 11:00a Sr. Bible Study/Lunch Village Diner 
  6:00p Choir Begins Here  
  6:30p Midweek Classes Pre-K– 8th Grade Students continues 
Sept. 15 6:00p Parsonage:  LIT. by the Lamp  Children and Parents 
Sept. 23 7:00p Right to Life Board   Also Oct. 21st 6:30p 
Sept. 25 2:00p Calling & Caring  also Oct. 23rd  
Sept. 27-28 2:00p Camp-Out Mormon Island pg. 7 
Oct.    3  1:30p 7:00p Board-Trustees  
Oct.    7  6:00p Men’s Steak Night 
Oct.    8  6:00p Board-Finance   7:00p    Board-Elders 
Oct.    9  11:00a Sr. Bible Study/Lunch  Village Diner 
Oct. 14  9:30a Sewing for Orphan Grain Train      4:00p   L.W.M.L. Executive Board 
Oct. 21  7:00p L.W.M.L. Quarterly Meeting and Birthdays  
                  

WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
Sunday   Divine Service 9:00a & 10:30a Bible Class     
Tuesday Bible Study 9:30a-10:30a      
Wednesday 6:00p Choir and Midweek Classes 6:30pm-7:30pm  Grades Pre-K - 8th Grade                             
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“But if we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and 
the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.” 1 John 1:7  ESV 

“Then Noah built an altar to the LORD and took some of every clean 
animal and some of every clean bird and offered burnt offerings on 
the altar. And when the LORD smelled the pleasing aroma, the LORD 
said in his heart, ‘I will never again curse the ground because of 
man…’” (Genesis 8: 20-21) 
  
 We as Americans are typically smell conscious. We use per-
fumes, and deodorants, and breath mints to mask an offending 
smell. Likely, we are not as conscious of the fact that we emit a spir-
itual scent as well. This spiritual scent lingers in the nostrils of God 
and other people. Because of our sin, that smell is not roses. It stinks. 
It was because of the stench of sin that God caused a flood to destroy 
mankind on the earth, save Noah and his family. That’s why a little line in Genesis 8: 21 is so 
striking - Noah offered a sacrifice that smelled good to God. What was it that was so fragrant 
about Noah’s sacrifice? Does God like the smell of burning animal flesh? No, rather, God enjoys 
the smell of faith which trusts His goodness and promises. As we pay attention to the bible, we 
find out that the animal sacrifices prescribed in the Old Testament point to the offering of Christ 
who “gave Himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God” (Ephesians 5: 2). By faith in 
Christ, the stench of our sin is removed and our lives become living sacrifices that are pleasing to 
God. Moreover, our lives can even be a pleasing smell to those who are being saved (2 Corinthi-
ans 2: 14-16), provided that we give God the glory as the source of all goodness. If we point to 
ourselves and act as if our gifts originated with us, we again give an offensive smell. It’s by 
pointing to Christ that the air remains fresh and sweet.  
 

The day on which I write this newsletter article is the commemoration of Bernard of 
Clairvaux. Here is some information I gleaned from the Treasury of Daily Prayer produced by 
Concordia Publishing House: Bernard was a hymnwriter and theologian in present day France 
during the early 11th century. Known for his charity and political abilities he established sixty-
eight monasteries. He was also remembered for his preaching and hymns. Bernard of Clairvaux 
certainly had many accomplishments to which he could point. That’s why I find his words quoted 
in the Treasury to be so poignant. He writes, 

 
There is no glory in having a gift without knowing it. But to know only that you 

have it, without knowing that it is not of yourself that you have it, means self-glorying, 
but no true glory in God. And so the apostle says to men in such cases, “What do you 
have that you did not receive? Now if you received it, why do you glory as if you had not 
received it?” (1 Cor. 4:7). He asks, Why do you glory? But goes on, “as if you had not 
received it,” showing that the guilt is not in glorying over a possession but in glorying as 
though it had not been received. And rightly such glorying is called vain-glory, since it 
has not the solid foundation of truth. The apostle shows how to discern the true glory 
from the false when he says, “He that glories, let him glory in the Lord,” that is, in the 
truth, since our Lord is truth (1 Cor. 1:31; John 14:6). 

 
We must hate and shun that presumption which would lead us to glory in 

goods not our own, knowing that they are not of ourselves but of God, and yet not fear-
ing to rob God of the honor due unto Him… Ignorance is brutal, arrogance is devilish. 

http://www.peacelutheranhastings.org/
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Pride only, the chief of all iniquities, can make us treat gifts as if they were rightful attributes of our nature, and, 
and while receiving benefits, rob our Benefactor of His due glory… 

 
The Father of Christ, who makes all things new, is well pleased with the freshness of those flowers and 

fruits and the beauty of the field that breathes forth such heavenly fragrance. And He says in benediction, “See, 
the smell of My Son is as the smell of a field that the Lord has blessed” (Gen 27: 27). Blessed to overflowing, 
indeed, since of His fullness have we all received (John 1: 16). (Quoted in Treasury of Daily Prayer, August 19th, 

p. 637-638)                Pastor Micah R. Gaunt      
 

   THANK YOU to all supporters of this campaign. God continues to bless our con-

gregation and we are so thankful! As we look back, this project started with a cost of 

roughly 1.2 million dollars and as of May 31, 2019, that cost has been reduced to 

$104,406.26 What an outstanding job!!   As we continue to enjoy the new Fellow-

ship Hall and the spacious Narthex, we are reminded of how blessed we are at Peace 

Lutheran Church and what a blessing this project has been!  We are so close to wrapping up this building campaign, 

let’s all make a special push to pay off our debt to be free and clear by December 31, 2019.  Donations through the end 

of the year will be recorded just as they have been for the last several years and those monies will then be applied to the 

loan. Each month Peace continues to accumulate interest in the amount of $345 a month approximately on this project 

so it would be beneficial to pay our debt as soon as possible. God loves a cheerful giver! Being this close to the end is 

so exciting and wouldn’t this be a wonderful way to celebrate this Christmas as a congregation by completing this pro-

ject? We have four months to go before Christmas so let’s share with God our cheerful hearts: Thanks be to God!  

6Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. 

7Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves 

a cheerful giver. 8And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you 

will abound in every good work. 2 Corinthians 9:6-15  

 

Men’s Steak Night 

Monday,  
September 9th   

All men are invited to enjoy steak & 
fellowship! at 6:00pm (eat around 

6:30pm)  $12 p/person.                                                      
We play cards & enjoy beverage  

after a short Bible Study.  

 

LIT. by the LAMP: Children and their parents (as well as the young at heart) are invited to the parsonage on Sunday 

evenings at 6 to listen to good stories by the lamp post. We will begin this fall by reading The Lion, the Witch, and the 

Wardrobe. The Gaunts will provide scones, tea, and lemonade. Feel free to bring something else if you desire, as well 

chairs and blankets for seating. The first meeting will be September 15th.   

“GIFT BUCKET”  

   OCTOBER –Elders 
Peace Lutheran Church Family, 

I write this letter today to thank everyone involved over the last 9 months in 

calling a Pastor to Peace Lutheran. To the efforts of the Elders, Trustees, 

LWML, Tim, the senior youth and many others to numerous to mention, 

thank you.  

With this amazing church family we had voters call meetings that were well 

attended and I think we can all say we learned something and appreciate the 

call process.  

God has blessed us with Pastor Gaunt and his wonderful family. Please wel-

come them and keep them in your prayers.  

Thanks be to God! 

Wes Christensen 

President, Peace Lutheran Church 
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VBS 2019--Courage in Captivity: Daniel & the Lions’ Den 
We had 28 students Pre-K through 6th grade pre-registered for VBS 
while 25 actually attended our late summer program on Saturday, Au-
gust 3, 2019.  It was a busy, fun, and long one-day filled with Bible 
lessons and skits, music, crafts, snacks, lunch, and recreation.  Through 
the Bible readings, students heard how Daniel and his friends main-
tained their steadfast faith in God while living in a godless culture, not 
by their choice.  Students also learned that God is always with us no 
matter the circumstances—when things change, when you need help, 
when you are afraid, when you are lonely, and they learned how to give 
thanks to God for all things.  The craft project was very unique. Each 

student stained a lion’s paw cut out of wood with a plexi-glass center and words on it saying 
“Paws-ing for Prayer.” Kids can use this as either a prayer box or a bank.  The kitchen crew pre-
pared a healthy morning snack and made creative lion’s head sandwiches for lunch and fresh 
blueberry cobbler for the potluck supper. We wrapped up the day with a closing program and a 
potluck supper immediately following for everyone.  Each family that attended VBS was given a 
“Portals of Prayer for Children” hardcover devotional book purchased with Thrivent Action 
Grant funds.  Thrivent funds and private donations purchased the food.  $50 was collected for our 
mission project, the Orphan Grain Train.   

We are grateful for the many volunteers that made the day happen and run smoothly.  We give 
sincere thanks to Rev. Jack Kirk for the many hours he devoted to preparing and presenting the 
lessons.  Registration/Office:  Jeri Dush, Janelle Ham.  Celebration Leader: Jackie Russell.  Skits:  
Mike Nissen, played the Daniel character, and Cody Rajdl, played Ashpenaz, the king’s chief 
officer.  Music:  Micah Hesterman and Rachel Witt.  Haidyn Russell and Shanna Beard, Pre-K 
and Kindergarten Tribe Leaders (8 students).  Jo Kirk and Amy Russell, 1st Grade Tribe Leaders 
(5 students).  Jay Jay Morgan and Kelly Boutin, 2nd and 3rd Grade Tribe Leaders (5 students).  
Molly Conner and her fiancé Cody Rajdl, 4th, 5th, and 6th Grade Tribe Leaders (7 students).  
Crafts:  Barbie and Kevin Hoins (with Kevin’s skill at the saw making the lion’s paws) and Sha-
ron Witt.  Snacks/Lunch/Kitchen:  Sandy Nissen and Shannon Blakley.  Recreation:  Brenda 
Christensen, Dustin Russell, and a few high school kids as they came and went.  Palace wall 
prop:  Kathy LeBeau and two friends.  Technology:  Wes Christensen.  Photographer: Lisa No-

vak and Michaela Novak.     Submitted by, Joan Primrose, VBS Director.   

 

Upcoming Peace Lutheran Camp-Out  Friday & Saturday 

September 27th & 28th at Mormon Island, by Grand Island and I-80 Interstate.  A park permit is 
required or a day pass is $6.00 per car.  Hamburgers, Hotdogs, drinks, paper products will be 
provided.  Supper at  6:00pm with a small service at 7:30pm.  Bring your lawn chairs, fishing 
poles, other games.  Bring a side dish, will have smores around the fire.  Any Questions call 
Janelle Ham R.S.V.P.  Come join the fellowship starting around 2:00pm also plan to listen to the   
Nebraska Football Game - Go Huskers!   

 

Wow, where did the summer go?!   As we head into the Christmas season, it is time to start planning for our annual Break-

fast with Saint Nicholas.  This will be held on Saturday, December 7th. Breakfast with Saint Nicholas is an event that is 
open to the community, and it is very well received. To make it a success, we need a lot of help. I am currently the only 
person on the Board of Public Relations, and I cannot do it all by myself. I am forming a Saint Nicholas committee to help 

with the planning and hosting of this event. I need someone who can be in charge the breakfast, helping cook and serve it, 
and someone who can be in charge of crafts.   We also need plenty of volunteers to help in each of these areas. If you are 

able to help out, please call Lisa Novak at 402-460-8743, or there will be a silent sheet in the Narthex.  Thank you! 

11th  Annual 
ACLEA Golf    

Tournament                     
Where: Elks Country 

Club Golf Course         

When: Sunday,       
September 8, 2019 

Time: Registration at 
12:00pm and Shotgun 

Start at 1:00pm 
4-person Scramble 

($220 per team) 

Cart rental an addition-

al $15 per person 

 

Please come support 

Christ Lutheran and 

Zion Lutheran 

Schools! 
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SENIOR YOUTH GROUP NEWS:   

If you are in High School and have not attended,  

don’t miss out on great fellowship and bible study.        
 

Sunday, September 8th at 5pm, Brenda & Wes Christensen House 
3165 South Baltimore Ave.   Hastings  NE    

Sr Youth BBQ, Food, Fun, Fellowship and to plan the year.    More details to come. 
 

Dare To Be Lutheran!                                                                                                                               

 Wednesday Evening Midweek School 
Beginning Wednesday, September 4, 2019 

6:30-7:30 p.m. (for one hour) 
For children (age 3) Pre-K through 8th Grade 

 

The Effects of Christian Education in a Life of Faith 
The Enduring Faith Bible Curriculum we are using will place an emphasis on Bibli-
cal literacy and life application, helping students grow in the grace and knowledge of 
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, and teaching them how to turn to Him when they 
face hard choices in life. As students progress through the program, they learn all 
about our Savior, Jesus Christ; what their Savior means for them; how to defend their 
faith; how to teach their faith to others, and how to share His Word and serve people 
using the talents God has given us.  Our aim is to equip and 
raise up young disciples who can be sent to serve God and 
others at church, at home, in our daily lives at school and 
work, and in the world. There will be a short parent’s meet-
ing at 6:30 p.m. Please come inside this first evening when 
you bring your children. 
Joan Primrose 

         

        2019 VACATION  

        BIBLE SCHOOL 

            PHOTO’S 

 

Each month the 
LWML chooses to 
support a worth-
while local project 
within our Synod or 
a Mission project.  
For September 
through November 
we have decided to 
help the Seminary 
Students in St Louis 
and Fort Wayne 
again this year.  
Show Your Support  
L.W.M.L. Bucket! 
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September Ingathering:  Gift Cards /Money for Seminaries 
Thursday, Sept. 5   1:30pm L.W.M.L. Fellowship and Topic   
Monday, Sept.  9   9:30a Sewing for OGT  Assemble School Kits    
Greeting Cards:  Nadeen Debban    
 

October– Collect Gift Cards (Continues) 
Sunday, Oct. 6      9:00am L.W.M.L. Sunday 
Monday, Oct. 14  9:30a Sewing for OGT 
                             4:00p Executive Board Meeting 
Monday, Oct.21   7:00p Quarterly Meeting-Birthday Party  
Altar Flowers:  Diane Gundlach 

 LWML Quarterly Meeting—July 15, 2019 

On July 15, 2019 Ronda Johnson, president, opened the Quarterly meeting of the Peace Lutheran  
Women’s Missionary League, greeting all who were there and leading the table prayer.   Deli-
cious salads were enjoyed with special cookies decorated with musical notes for dessert.   

Jeri Dush gave us some insight on music she shares in services.  She has 
composed a number of songs in a classical folk music style.  Her songs 
are composed music from years gone by and some have been recorded.  
Wes Christensen aided Jeri with sound and visual technology so we 
could hear some of this music and see some of her inspiration.   

Sue Fintel gave the Mite Box dedication.  Her focus was on our district mission goal of Mercy 
Meals of Grand Island that are packed distributed around the world where there are great nutri-
tional needs.  She ended with a prayer and a verse from “Serve the Lord with Gladness”.  

Carol Hansel gave a report on the card room.  New cards will be available. Those present signed 
cards for members, Kay Krueger and Bev Saathoff . 

Ronda reported on the Zone planning meeting.  Our September Rally will be September 29, 2019 
at Holstein at 1:30.  The theme is “Go and Serve Joyfully”.   

Our October Quarterly will be our birthday celebration on October 21st.   Carol Hansel and Diane 
Gundlach will host. Randi Warneke has agreed to speak about the National LWML Convention.   

The meeting was closed with prayer.     Diane Gundlach, Secretary  

Reminder -- We moved 
our SCNRTL meeting in 
September from the 3rd 
Monday to the 4th Mon-
day of the month!! 
 

Our September meeting 
is on Monday, September 23rd, at 7 pm at Peace 
Lutheran Church (906 N California).  Marge will be 
in charge of this meeting. 
 

At our October meeting (October 21st), we will have 
Angela from WeTeachThink speaking to our 
group.  I'd like to move that meeting time up to 6:30 
pm (instead of 7 pm), so that we have an hour to hear 
her/ask questions. 
Joan Primrose 

 

 

 
FINANCIAL CLASS 

OFFERED:  Dave 

Ramsey’s Financial 

Peace University is 

being offered this fall 

in Hastings and we are 

extending an invitation 

to Peace Lutheran 

Members.  For more 

information please 

check out our website       

www.peacelutheranhas

tings.org or contact 

Deb Johnson cell 

phone 402-469-5847 

for more details.          
Did You Know?   Vacation Bible School  

Students enjoyed Special Table Settings  at 

mealtime from Peace 

Kitchen Staff;     

Sandy N. & Shannon B.   
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Hospice, Surgery, or Hospitalization + Freida Nelson + Rick Ressel + Deb Johnson    

+ Al Kress  Health Issues + Mary Ann Ressel + Patty Whitten + Margret Herbert + 

Randy Russell Cancer + Maria Gomez + Merna Urwin + Kent  Cohagan + Barbara 

Classan + Andy Jacques + Ed Elshof  + Marilyn Houston Military + Tyler Mars + Ross 

Peters  + Gary Thompson  
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Dr. Phil  

 

“Choir”  

We’ll be starting 
Wednesday,   

September 11th  
at 6:00pm.  

 

Mr. David Witt  

On a beautiful Nebraska Sunday afternoon on August 11
th, 

Peace Lutheran Church installed the Reverend 

Micah Gaunt as their new pastor. The installation service was held at 4 p.m. at the church, located at 906 

North California. Several pastors from the Hastings Circuit and Nebraska District Representatives partici-

pated in the laying on of hands and praying for the Holy Spirit’s blessing upon this Divine Call and the 

future work of the congregation and her new pastor. A reception followed the service in the new fellow-

ship hall with approximately 150 people attending. The LWML and friends presented those in attend-

ance with a meal consisting of fried chicken as the main course and the traditional Lutheran Pot Luck 

side dishes brought by those in attendance. Thank you to all those who helped setup and serve the won-

derful meal and for setting up and taking down items in the fellowship hall. Also thank you to all those 

who brought food for the meal. Lutherans sure do know how to serve a wonderful meal!  Please welcome 

Pastor Gaunt and his family to Peace Lutheran Church and to make him and his family welcome in the 

Hastings Community.   Elder’s, Roger Buck 

Pastor Gaunt did most of his growing up in Orchard 

Farm, Missouri, a rural area outside the city of St. 

Charles. After high school, he earned a Bachelor of Sci-

ence degree in Education from Concordia University, 

Nebraska in Seward. While at Seward he participated in 

the A Capella choir and studied one semester in Eng-

land.  

However, his most successful endeavor was meeting and 

marrying his wife, Dawn (née Cornelius), who hails from Grant, Nebraska. Upon graduation, Pastor and 

Mrs. Gaunt, moved to Houston, Texas where Micah taught literature and theology for Lutheran High 

North. His work there included revamping the religion curriculum and overseeing the chapel services.  In 

2003, the Gaunt's moved to St. Louis where Micah began his seminary training which included a vicarage 

in Enid, Oklahoma. He received his first call to Bethlehem and Zion Lutheran Churches in Ravenna and 

North Shelton, Nebraska, where he served since 2007. Pastor Gaunt enjoys reading, live music, percus-

sion, and sitting in tree stands. Pastor Gaunt and his family are excited to join the congregation at Peace, 

and to see what the Lord does among us by the power of His Holy Work.         

Continued 

I wanted to take a moment to thank you for the warm reception we received at my installation 

on August 11th.  I've been humbled by the call and sacred trust bestowed upon me here at 

Peace. It was a joy to celebrate with family, area pastors, and you the saints of Peace. I ask that 

you continue to pray for me and my family as I continue to pray for you.  Pr. Micah Gaunt 


