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Hymn - #617 “O Lord, We Praise Thee”
1

O Lord, we praise Thee, bless Thee, and adore Thee,
In thanksgiving bow before Thee.
Thou with Thy body and Thy blood didst nourish
Our weak souls that they may flourish:
O Lord, have mercy!
May Thy body, Lord, born of Mary,
That our sins and sorrows did carry,
And Thy blood for us plead
In all trial, fear, and need:
O Lord, have mercy!

2

Thy holy body into death was given,
Life to win for us in heaven.
No greater love than this to Thee could bind us;
May this feast thereof remind us!
O Lord, have mercy!
Lord, Thy kindness did so constrain Thee
That Thy blood should bless and sustain me.
All our debt Thou hast paid;
Peace with God once more is made:
O Lord, have mercy!

3

May God bestow on us His grace and favor
That we follow Christ our Savior
And live together here in love and union
Nor despise this blest Communion!
O Lord, have mercy!
Let not Thy good Spirit forsake us;
Grant that heav’nly-minded He make us;
Give Thy Church, Lord, to see
Days of peace and unity:
O Lord, have mercy!
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T Service of Preparation T
The sign of the cross (T) may be made by all in remembrance of
their Baptism.
P: In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us.
C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.
P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful
and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, ❖Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we
may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of
Your holy name. Amen.
P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for
us, and for His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who
believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become the children
of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who
has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of
our Lord Jesus Christ.
C: Amen.

T Service of the Word T
Introit

P: God forbid that | I should boast*
except in the cross of our Lord | Jesus Christ.
C: In Him is salvation, life, and resurrection | from the dead.*
By Him we are redeemed and set at | liberty.
God be merciful to us and | bless us,*
and cause His face to shine up- | on us.
(The Gloria Patri is omitted during Holy Week)
Kyrie
P: In peace let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the
Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church
of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and
praise let us pray to the Lord.
C: Lord, have mercy.
P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
C: Amen.
Salutation and Collect of the Day
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray. O Lord, who left to us in a wonderful Sacrament a
memorial of Your Passion, grant we implore You that we so use this
Sacrament of Your body and blood that the fruits of Your
redemption continually may be manifest in us; who lives and reigns
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

Old Testament
Exodus 12:1-14
1
The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 2 “This
month shall be for you the beginning of months. It shall be the first
month of the year for you. 3 Tell all the congregation of Israel that
on the tenth day of this month every man shall take a lamb according
to their fathers' houses, a lamb for a household. 4 And if the
household is too small for a lamb, then he and his nearest neighbor
shall take according to the number of persons; according to what
each can eat you shall make your count for the lamb. 5 Your lamb
shall be without blemish, a male a year old. You may take it from
the sheep or from the goats, 6 and you shall keep it until
the fourteenth day of this month, when the whole assembly of the
congregation of Israel shall kill their lambs at twilight. 7 “Then they
shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the
lintel of the houses in which they eat it. 8 They shall eat the flesh that
night, roasted on the fire; with unleavened bread and bitter herbs
they shall eat it. 9 Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water,
but roasted, its head with its legs and its inner parts. 10 And you shall
let none of it remain until the morning; anything that remains until
the morning you shall burn. 11 In this manner you shall eat it:
with your belt fastened, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in
your hand. And you shall eat it in haste. It is the Lord's
Passover. 12 For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and
I will strike all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast;
and on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am
the Lord. 13 The blood shall be a sign for you, on the houses where
you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no
plague will befall you to destroy you, when I strike the land of
Egypt.14 “This day shall be for you a memorial day, and you shall
keep it as a feast to the Lord; throughout your generations, as
a statute forever, you shall keep it as a feast.
P: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Gradual
C: He has made His wonderful works to be re- | membered;*
the LORD is gracious and full of com- | passion.
He has given food to those who | fear Him;*
He will ever be mindful of His | covenant.

Epistle
1 Corinthians 11:23-32
23
For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the
Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24and
when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, "This is my body
which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me." 25In the same way
also he took the cup, after supper, saying, "This cup is the new
covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of me." 26For as often as you eat this bread and drink
the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 27 Whoever,
therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy
manner will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord. 28
Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink
of the cup. 29For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the
body eats and drinks judgment on himself. 30That is why many of
you are weak and ill, and some have died. 31 But if we judged
ourselves truly, we would not be judged. 32But when we are judged
by the Lord, we are disciplined so that we may not be condemned
along with the world.
P: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
Tract (Please Stand)
C: He has caused his wondrous works to be re- | membered;*
the Lord is gracious and | merciful.
He provides food for those who | fear him;*
He remembers his covenant for- | ever.
My flesh is true food, and my blood is | true drink.*
Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood abides
in me, and | I in him.
Holy Gospel
John 13:1-15
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 13th chapter.
C: Glory to You, O Lord.
1Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his
hour had come to depart out of this world to the Father, having loved
his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 2During
supper, when the devil had already put it into the heart of Judas
Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray him, 3Jesus, knowing that the Father
had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God

and was going back to God, 4rose from supper. He laid aside his
outer garments, and taking a towel, tied it around his waist. 5Then
he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet
and to wipe them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 6He
came to Simon Peter, who said to him, "Lord, do you wash my feet?"
7 Jesus answered him, "What I am doing you do not understand now,
but afterward you will understand." 8 Peter said to him, "You shall
never wash my feet." Jesus answered him, "If I do not wash you,
you have no share with me." 9Simon Peter said to him, "Lord, not
my feet only but also my hands and my head!" 10Jesus said to him,
"The one who has bathed does not need to wash, except for his feet,
but is completely clean. And you are clean, but not every one of
you." 11 For he knew who was to betray him; that was why he said,
"Not all of you are clean." 12When he had washed their feet and put
on his outer garments and resumed his place, he said to them, "Do
you understand what I have done to you? 13 You call me Teacher
and Lord, and you are right, for so I am. 14If I then, your Lord and
Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one
another’s feet. 15For I have given you an example, that you also
should do just as I have done to you.
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ.

(Be Seated)
Hymn of the Day #421 “Jesus, Grant That Balm and
Healing”
1

Jesus, grant that balm and healing
In Your holy wounds I find,
Ev’ry hour that I am feeling
Pains of body and of mind.
Should some evil thought within
Tempt my treach’rous heart to sin,
Show the peril, and from sinning
Keep me from its first beginning.

2

Should some lust or sharp temptation
Fascinate my sinful mind,
Draw me to Your cross and passion,
And new courage I shall find.
Or should Satan press me hard,
Let me then be on my guard,
Saying, “Christ for me was wounded,”
That the tempter flee confounded.

3

If the world my heart entices
With the broad and easy road,
With seductive, sinful vices,
Let me weigh the awful load
You were willing to endure.
Help me flee all thoughts impure
And to master each temptation,
Calm in prayer and meditation.

4

Ev’ry wound that pains or grieves me
By Your wounds, Lord, is made whole;
When I’m faint, Your cross revives me,
Granting new life to my soul.
Yes, Your comfort renders sweet
Ev’ry bitter cup I meet;
For Your all-atoning passion
Has procured my soul’s salvation.

5

O my God, my rock and tower,
Grant that in Your death I trust,
Knowing death has lost its power
Since You crushed it in the dust.
Savior, let Your agony
Ever help and comfort me;
When I die be my protection,
Light and life and resurrection.

Public domain

Sermon: “And Lead Us Not into Temptation”

Hymn #452 “O Perfect Life of Love”
1

O perfect life of love!
All, all, is finished now,
All that He left His throne above
To do for us below.

2

No work is left undone
Of all the Father willed;
His toil, His sorrows, one by one,
The Scriptures have fulfilled.

3

No pain that we can share
But He has felt its smart;
All forms of human grief and care
Have pierced that tender heart.

4

And on His thorn-crowned head
And on His sinless soul
Our sins in all their guilt were laid
That He might make us whole.

5

In perfect love He dies;
For me He dies, for me.
O all-atoning Sacrifice,
I cling by faith to Thee.

6

In ev’ry time of need,
Before the judgment throne,
Thy work, O Lamb of God, I’ll plead,
Thy merits, not mine own.

7

Yet work, O Lord, in me
As Thou for me hast wrought;
And let my love the answer be
To grace Thy love has brought.

Public domain

(The Creed is omitted on Maundy Thursday)
Prayer of the Church
Offertory
C: What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me?
I will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the
name of the Lord. I will take the cup of salvation and will call
on the name of the Lord. I will pay my vows to the Lord now
in the presence of all His people, in the courts of the Lord’s
house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.
Collect for the Word
P: Let us pray. Almighty God, grant to Your Church Your Holy
Spirit and the wisdom that comes down from above, that Your Word
may not be bound but have free course and be preached to the joy
and edifying of Christ’s holy people, that in steadfast faith we may
serve You and, in the confession of Your name, abide unto the end;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C: Amen
The Stripping of the Altar
The altar is a symbol of Christ. The stripping of the altar,
therefore, is associated with the crucifixion. The pastor chants
Psalm 22 including the verse “they divide my garments among
them, and for my clothing they cast lots”.
There is no Benediction or greeting because our worship continues
with the following services:
Good Friday Chief Service April 10th 7:00 pm
Easter Sunday, April 12th 9:00 am
Acknowledgments: Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book ©
2006 Concordia Publishing House. Reprinted with permission.

The apostle [Paul] wishes to say: Consider, beloved
Christians, that when you receive the blessed cup and the blessed
bread, each one partakes of the body and blood of Christ; they are
both common to all of you. You come into body-and-blood
fellowship with one another. For just as many grains become one
bread, so in the Holy Supper you, though you are many, become one
Body, one mass, because you are partakers of the one bread and
with it one and the same body and blood of Christ.
Because of the presence and participation of the body of
Christ, the Holy Supper is a meal of the most intimate fellowship
and therefore, at the same time, the highest love-meal. Just as
fervent love is demanded, so fervent love is delivered. We all come
together, as children of the same family, to the table of our common,
heavenly Father. As great as the distinction between communicants
in civic life may be, in the Holy Supper all distinctions evaporate.
We are all the same, in that we each eat the same earthly and
heavenly bread and drink the same earthly and heavenly drink. In
this Meal, the subject and his king, the slave and his master, the
beggar and the rich, the child and the old man, the wife and the
husband, the simple and the learned, truly all communicants stand
as the same poor sinners and beggars, hungry and thirsty for grace.
Although one may appear in a rough apron while another in velvet
and satin, adorned with gold and pearls, when they depart, all take
with them that for which they hunger and thirst: Christ’s blood and
righteousness as their beauty and glorious dress. No one receive a
better food and better drink than the other. All receive the same
Jesus, and with Him, the same righteousness.
–C.F.W. Walther

