
NOTEWORTHY  DATES  

Dec. 3 7:00p Stewardship  7:00p 4-H Heartwell Clovers 

Dec. 5 9:00a St. Nicholas Breakfast, 12:00p Christmas Tea, Cookie/Candy Exchange 

Dec. 6 12:00p Noon L.W.M.L. Ladies Christmas Luncheon 

Dec. 8 6:00p Committees  7:00p Boards 

Dec. 9 11:00a Senior Bible Study 11:30a Lunch  5:30p Advent Supper-Senior Youth  

Dec. 14 7:00p Elders  

Dec. 16 5:30p Advent Supper-Junior Youth 

Dec. 20 9:15a Children’s Christmas Program   

Dec. 24 5:00p & 7:00p Christmas Eve Services  11:00p Christmas Eve Divine Service 

Dec. 25 10:30a Christmas Day Divine Service 

Dec. 31 6:30p New Years Eve Divine Service followed by games & goodies 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

Saturday  Divine Service 5:00p   

Sunday  Divine Service 8:00a & 10:30a 

  Sunday School & Adult Bible Class 9:15a-10:15a 

Tuesday Matins Service 9:00a   

  Bible Study 9:30a-10:30a 

Wednesday  Catechism Classes for 5th-8th 4:30p 

  Advent Supper 5:30p  

  Advent Service 6:30p   

 

 NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 
 

US POSTAGE 
 

PAID 
 

PERMIT NO. 329 
 

HASTINGS, NE  68901 

                                                              The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
 

                      www.peacelutheranhastings.org 
 

 906 N. California Ave.  

 Hastings, NE  68901-4079 

 

      ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

«AddressBlock» 

Lamplighter 

 
IN THIS ISSUE 

1. Pastor Siebert  

2. continued ... 
3. Special Events, 
    Services & Gift   
    Tree 
4. LWML, Fire 

5. Prayers, Facts  

    & Stats 

6. Youth, Fundraiser 

7. Children, Thanks 

8. Calendar Dates 

Office Hours:  

Monday-Friday 

8:30a-12:00p  

1:00p-4:30p 

Secretary:   

Jeri Dush 

Pastors:   

Marcus J. Mackay  

Benjamin R. Siebert 

(402) 462-9023 

PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH – HASTINGS, NE Church-Hastings, NE                                          December  2015                                                               

“But if we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and 
the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.” 1 John 1:7  ESV 

The season of Advent has come upon us (One 

might say the season of Advent has “advented” 

since that’s more or less what the word 

means.), but I’d wager most of us haven’t giv-

en it much thought.  Perhaps Advent is more 

about shopping days and getting ready for 

Christmas celebrations.  But, in fact, Advent is 

a season of preparation, even of repentance, 

that makes the reality of Christmas even more 

relevant. 

The way the world celebrates Christmas, with all the sentimental carols 

and movies, makes the holiday (holy day) something other-worldly and 

in the realm of the ideal:  families come together and are perfectly in 

tune; old friends are around to share in the celebrations; and the prob-

lems of sin, death and the devil, if they enter the picture, are soon col-

ored over.  The event of Christ’s birth becomes a long ago event, maybe 

even presented in a fairy tale sort of way, that has little relevance for 

our lives, except that it’s Jesus and we should remember that He is why 

we celebrate.  The Church doesn’t view Christmas in such a way.  In 

fact, she celebrates the incarnation (taking on of flesh) of the Son of 

God in a way more in-line with reality and much more relevant to our 

lives in this troubled world. 

Advent helps place our celebration in the reality of Christmas rather 

than in a fantasy.  We can see this especially in the Old Testament texts 

appointed for Advent which note branches, wilderness, and restoration 

(These form the theme for our midweek Advent services.).  The peoples 

addressed in these texts were experiencing the punishment of God for 

wandering into false teaching.  They were far from the ideal life, and 

the promises of God seemed far away.   

To this Jeremiah was given the Word of the Lord:  “Behold, the days 

are coming, declares the LORD, when I will raise up for David a right-

eous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall exe-

cute justice and righteousness in the land.” (Jeremiah 23:5)   The Mes-

siah shall be the one to resolve all the injustice in the world, and no 

longer shall the people of Israel look back to the day of rescue from 
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Egypt as the Lord’s deliverance, because the Lord’s deliverance in the Promised One will be 

greater. 

Malachi reminds God’s people that the day of judgement is coming to bring rescue from the 

oppression of the evil of the word, calling all to repent and return to the Lord’s promise of 

salvation.  “Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome day of 

the LORD comes. And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of 

children to their fathers, lest I come and strike the land with a decree of utter destruc-

tion.” (Malachi 4:5-6) 

Isaiah reveals the same word of promise in the midst of suffering caused by Israel’s sin and 

the sinful world around them as they lived in a wilderness made dry by the neglect of God’s 

Word.  “Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome day of the 

LORD comes. And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of chil-

dren to their fathers, lest I come and strike the land with a decree of utter destruc-

tion.”  (Isaiah 40:1-2)  While His people were yet sinners He fulfilled the promise in Christ 

Jesus.  “The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand forev-

er.”  (Isaiah 40:8) 

Advent looks to the promises anew in the face of the destruction of Jerusalem and the reali-

ty of exile, anticipating the coming Savior from sin, death, and the devil, and the reality of 

an eternal home. 

We can see this in our own lives as we realize the sin in our flesh, the death that resides 

there, the world of evil all around us causing great afflictions and distress, and the devil who 

is prowling around like a roaring lion.  Advent speaks to these situations as it calls us to re-

pentance and looks ahead in hope to Christ, the Incarnate One.  It looks back to Christmas 

in the coming of God in flesh, and looks ahead from there to the salvation He won by bleed-

ing and dying in our place; it looks ahead to the return of this same God-man Jesus Christ to 

bring an end to all evil and bring His own into His eternal kingdom as the Good Shepherd; 

and further, Advent looks to the present coming of Christ in the midst of His church, espe-

cially as He comes in His body and blood upon the altar and at the rail.   

As joyous as they can be, Christmas traditions often fail to live up to the past; and as great 

as gatherings with family and friends can be, they are often tainted by conflict wrought by 

sin.  The true joy of Christmas never changes.  It is an eternal joy because the Son of God 

comes as an infant to grow up and bear your sin; to rise again victorious for you; and to 

come again in Baptism, Absolution, Lord’s Supper, and on the last day to bring us to the 

fullness of the promises given therein. 

Blessed Advent, 

Pastor Siebert 
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Peace Members:  The family of Wayne Meyer would like to thank you for your thoughts, 

prayers, visits, attending services and memorials.  Thanks also to Pastor Mackay and Pastor 

Siebert for their prayers and visits.  God’s Blessings,  Edith, Gregory and Janey 

I, Carol Metzger, would like to thank all of you that kept me in your prayers.  My knee 

surgery went very well and I am on my way to a speedy recovery.  Thank you again. 

Thank you from Rev. Dr. Christopher S. Ahlman for the most recent gift of $95.00 in the 

support of my role and work as Strategic Mission Developer for the The Lutheran Church

-Missouri Synod.   

His work in Leipzig and broader Europe is making a significant, direct impact upon the 

lives of many people in the name of Christ Jesus.  He thanks us for the relationship that 

we share with him.  Thanks to all of you.   

Carol Metzger, Stewardship Committee Chairperson. 

The Christmas Program will be  

on Sunday the 20th, between the  

2 services at 9:15a (during Sunday 

School Hour). 
 

This year we will incorporate all 

classrooms to help with the program. 
 

Then for Christmas Eve Services the 

children that play musical instru-

ments and/or sing,will be incorpo-

rated in the services like last year.  

Brenda Christensen 
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Saturday, Dec. 5, from 9:00 to 11:00 a.m. We will be celebrating our 5th 

Annual Breakfast with St. Nicholas.  Breakfast of omelets, pancakes, sau-

sage links, juice, and/or milk will be served.  We will have a special visit 

from St. Nicholas himself, as well as games and crafts.    

Although there is no charge for this event, we would like our Guests to let 

us know how many children & adults are coming to have enough food and 

craft supplies ready.  You can register by signing up in the Narthex, call 

the Church, or go on line to our website, www.peacelutheranhastings.org.   

 

 

Communion 

Gifts  

of  

Wine  

or 

Donations  

are 

Always  

Appreciated! 

Altar Guild 

 

Tonda Wolfe 

Sandy Nissen 

NICKELS FOR NICHOLAS:  This year, we are taking donations of 

nickels for our Nickels for Nicholas campaign.  The donations of nick-

els will go to help the Human Care Committee provide for those less 

fortunate during the holiday season.  There is a St. Nicholas “bank” in 

the Narthex and also in the Fellowship Hall to place your nickels in.    

We will also have our Christmas Tea and Cookie Exchange the same 

day.  The Christmas Tea will be from 12:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m.  Bring 3 

to 4 dozen cookies and your favorite cookie recipe to share with others.  

Sign-up sheet will be in the  Narthex.  Hope to see you here!   

Public Relations Board 

HAPPY  

HOLIDAYS 

THANKS 

TO ALL 

OUR  

MEMBERS 

FOR YOUR 

GIFTS! 

 THROUGH 

2015 

Altar Guild 
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CHRISTMAS TEA  

AND  

COOKIE/CANDY  

EXCHANGE  

Saturday, December 5, 

2015 

12:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m.   

SERVING 

St. Nicholas Soup   

Sandwiches 

Dessert 

Holiday-flavored Tea, 

Punch, Hot Apple Cider, 

or Coffee 

You are cordially invited 

to come to the Christ-

mas Tea Open House 

and Cookie and Candy 

Exchange,  

Saturday, December 5, 

at 12:00 p.m.  Stop in 

for a nice cup of soup, 

sandwich, dessert.   

Human Care will be setting up the Giving Tree again this year. If you know of 

someone or a family that could use a little extra love at Christmas please take 

and fill out one of the ornaments and place it back on the tree. Please have the 

request in by December 20th. You may also contact one of our Pastors or  

myself. Sandy Nissen  Chair of Human Care   

Phone # 402-463-8553 or Cell # 402-460-8245. 

“Branches in the  

Wilderness” 
 

 

Advent Soup/Supper 5:30-6:15pm 

Advent Worship Service 6:30pm 

LWML Wednesday December 2nd 

Sr. Youth Wednesday December 9th 

Jr. Youth   Wednesday December 16th 

The Soup/Suppers serve as  

Fundraisers for these Groups.   

Please come and help support them! 

Peace Congregation and Guests! 

9:15a Dec. 20, Children’s  

Christmas Program 

Dec. 24th, 5:00p and 7:00p Christmas Eve 

Candlelight Services  

Candlelight Divine Service 11:00 pm.   

10:30 am Dec. 25th,  

Christmas Day Divine Service  

http://www.peacelutheranhastings.org
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LWML   Dec. 2: 5:30p Advent Supper  Soups, Relish, Dessert 

Dec. 6: Christmas Party For all Ladies of the Congregation  12:00 

noon in the church basement.  Dinner is $8.00 a plate.  Reservations 

must be in by Dec.1st.  Call Carol Hansel 402-463-0731.  

 In-gathering will be donations of non-perishable food or caps and 

mittens to the Salvation Army of Hastings.  There will be installation 

of  Officers for 2016. Entertainment is "Three for Thee" a trio of 3  

Ladies.  We urge all ladies to come!  Happy Holidays! 

 

2015 will soon be ending.  That means my term as LWML President 

will also end.  This has been a very challenging year for me.. I have 

had many family responsibilities as well as my responsibilities as 

LWML President.  But God has given me strength and guidance and I 

feel now that this has been a great year to do the Savior's work.  I 

have had wonderful help from the officers, committee chairpersons, 

the Pastors and all who did any and many tasks.  To all of these I give 

my gratitude and Thanks.  Jeri has been a tremendous help and I give 

her an extra Thank You.  The LWML will continue to serve the Lord 

as he sees fit and we give him the glory and the praise.   

Betty Krueger 

The 11th annual FIRE event is March 5, 

2016!  Tickets go on sale Sunday, Dec. 6. 

Need a special Christmas present for 

your family and friends?  How about a 

ticket to FIRE?  The eleventh annual 

FIRE event is March 5, 2016, and tickets 

are on sale now!  Contact Zion Lutheran church, Christ Lutheran- 

Juniata, or Ruhter Auction (463.8565) to get yours. Tickets are $55/

person and $800 for a table of ten.   You can also support Lutheran 

education with a chance to win a beautiful 2016 Ford Focus. This 

sharp 4-door sedan is equipped with 6-speed power shift automatic 

transmission, a 2L engine, power locks and windows, keyless entry, 

and is Bluetooth ready. Tickets are $100 and available from an 

ACLEA member, the church/school office, and Kenesaw Motors.   

And would you like to help out fellow Christians in your community? 

Join the committee and be involved in putting on one of the most ex-

citing events in town – FIRE!   Ruth Nicolaus 

 

Peace  

Lutheran  

Choir 

Will sing at the 

Sunday  

Services during 

Advent and at 

the 7:00pm 

Christmas  Eve 

Service. 

David Witt 

Dr. Phil 

Hesterman 

 

 

Members 

please save  

your Allen’s 

Store Receipts 

for Zion  

Lutheran 

School  

in Hastings.  

Bulletin Board 

manila Enve-

lope by the 

Church Office 

or give to 

Nadeen Debban 

or Jena Mackay 

ends March 27, 

2016.  Thanks! 

+ Ben Reid  + Carol Krause  + Dick Herbert  + Vonnie Verhage   + Linda Parsons  + Carol 

Smith  + Drake Krueger-Baptism  + Travis McKillip  + Bob Bartley  + Andrea Troudt  + Jon 

Botsch  + Corrine Mills  + John Black  + Wilma Debban  + Kathy Schmidt – cancer  + Don 

McElfresh  + Lindsay Brettmann  + Don Heath  + Neal Hoagland  + Gary Flesner-cancer  + 

Dee Anne Janssen  + Lynn Hagemeier  + June Rose  + Scott Sunders  + Lucille Fitzke  + Mar-

garet Grotelueschen  + Dana Gilbert  + Jon Bullard – Army (homeland)+ Ross Peters – Navy 

(homeland)  Please call the Church Office to be added to the prayer list.  Names will be 

removed as need dictates.  Keep us informed! 
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Avg. Attendance for Week                                        165 

 

CURRENT 

At  63% 

OFFERINGS 

BUDGETED 

$   141,640 

$   188,379 

PROPERTY 

At 78% 

OFFERINGS 

BUDGETED 

$        2,105 

$        2,250 

MISSION 

At  54% 

OFFERINGS 

BUDGETED 

$     7,576 

$    11,625 

SPECIAL  

At 92% 

OFFERINGS 

BUDGETED 

$        2,952 

$        2,675 

YTD FACT & STATS AS OF OCTOBER 31, 2015 

Open the Doors of Peace-Ending Oct. 31, 2015 
Pledged Donations               $404,186   

Non-Pledged Donations       $  22,001 

Interest                                  $       980  

Total Expenses       $ 99,217 
 

Respectfully Submitted,   

Jan Hinze, Treasurer 

Five Points Bank $        3,044 LCEF Church Savings Fund $     1,087 

Memorial Funds $      18,215 LCEF Endowment Fund $   48,480 

INCOME NOTES: 

The  Income YTD is sitting at approx. 64%.  To stay on budget, our numbers should read 83%.  

At the end of October, we are down 19% or $30,393.  

EXPENSE NOTES:  Total Expenses are at 77%.  Again, according to our budget, we are  

down 6%. 


