
The Gospel According to St. Matthew 
Lesson 1 – Introduction 

August 21st, 2022 
 
Lesson Objectives: 
Practice the habits that help prepare you to read a text.  
Begin to investigate themes and intent of the book of Matthew. 
 
Opening Catechetical Questions 

What is Christianity? 1  
Where is God’s truth about our Savior Jesus Christ made known? 2  
What is the key to the correct understanding of the bible? 4  
 
Discussion Question 
1. If you were king or queen of the world what would be the top 1-3 items on your agenda? Why those 
things? 
 
Introductory Investigation 
2. According to Jeff Gibbs, what are 3 major emphases in the book of Matthew? (See p. 1575 LSB) 
 
1)  
 
2) 
 
3) 
 
3. Look at the outline on page 1577 of the LSB. According to the outline, what is this book about? What 
does the major 3 points of the outline suggest is the over all point? 
 
 
 
 
4. Read Luke 1: 1-4. What was Luke’s intent in writing his gospel account? Read John 20: 30-31. What 
was John’s intent? From what you have gathered so far, what might be Matthew’s intent? In other 
words, what question or questions does it seem Matthew is trying to answer in his gospel account? 
 
 
 
5. Look at the Map on p. 1576. What cities do you recognize? Any observations about locations? 
Find Judea and Galilee. What lies between them? 
 
 
 
  



6. One of the major principles of biblical interpretation is “Christocentricity”. In other words, the 
purpose of the bible is to point us to Jesus. Likewise, you cannot rightly interpret the bible apart from 
Jesus. Clearly the book of Matthew is all about Jesus. From what we’ve seen so far, what about Jesus 
seems to be the focus?  
 
 
 
7. Another principle of biblical interpretation is “catholicity”. In other words, one interprets the bible 
according to a creedal worldview. Look at your observations in questions 2-4. To which parts of the 
creed do your observations connect? 
 
 
 
Pick one person in your group to summarize the main points of the lesson today. When he/she is 
finished the rest of the group can add anything that the first person might have missed.  
 
Concluding Questions 
 
What are you noticing about the book of Matthew from our introductory exploration. What will you be 
looking for as you continue to read and study this book of the bible? 
 
 
Closing Prayer based on something we learned.  
 


