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Save the Dates!  
 

Sunday, Feb 9, 2014 
Start Using  90 Days of Prayer 

 
Sunday, February 9, 2014 

Attend Kick-Off Sunday 
 

Sunday, February 27 to  
Sunday, March 9  

Wilderness First Steps Sunday 
Begin Wilderness Journey 

 
March 8/9 

Participate in Prayer Vigil 
Participate in 

Spiritual Commitment Event 
 

March 11 
Call my R.S.V.P. to 

Home Gathering Meeting Host 
 

March 17 to March 29  
Attend a Home Gathering 
R.S.V.P. to Pledge Event 

 
April 6 

Pledge Luncheon at Hastings 
College Hazelrigg Student Union 

at Noon 
       Return Pledge Card 

 
May 4 

Attend Celebration Event 
 

  Over the last month, Peace has 
made great strides of progress in our 
building program.  With our building 
plans defined, we are now moving 
into the funding portion of the  
process.  To maximize our efforts, we 
have brought in Wittenberg Church 
Consultants to lead us in a two-part 
capital campaign.  
 As of January 10, we formed eight 
campaign teams to work with our 
four campaign Co-Directors, Tucker 
and PJ Kehoe, Carol Hansel, and 
Joan Primrose.  This entire team will 
work with our staff and members to 
plan and carry out the capital cam-
paign.  
 The first important order of  
business for the team leaders was to 
identify the Case Statement for the 
campaign.  
 The Case Statement is the suc-
cinct, scriptural, and inspiring state-
ment of what the campaign intends to 
accomplish.  The Case Statement for 
our capital  campaign is printed on 
page 3.  The process used to develop 

this case statement had us take a 
look at Peace’s history, its mem-
bers, our current challenges, and 
our vision for the future.  
 Because Peace is so well 
grounded in its purpose and stead-
fastness in the Cross of Christ and 
God’s Word & Sacraments, our 
case statement naturally flowed 
out of those basic beliefs.   
 Please take a moment to read 
and digest the case statement. We 
will be returning to it again and 
again in the weeks ahead.  
       (Continued on page 3)  

Open the Doors of Peace Has Two Main Phases:  Spiritual 
Renewal and Stewardship 
 One of the reasons that our leaders chose Wittenberg Church Consultants 
to guide them in this upcoming stewardship campaign is the two-phase  
approach to their program.   
 Although Peace is clearly beginning a campaign to raise funds to expand 
our facility, our members will not hear about stewardship for the first month 
of the campaign.  Instead, we will take that time to examine where we stand 

(Continued on page 3) 

Our Campaign Has a Name and 
We Are Up and Running! 
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Included with this newsletter is a booklet called 
“90 Days of Prayer Peti-
tions”.  The booklet con-
tains a very short prayer pe-
tition for each day of the 
Open the Doors of Peace 
stewardship campaign, 
starting on Sunday, Febru-
ary 9, 2014.  It also pro-
vides a few reminders of 

important events throughout the campaign. 
 

 

For now, please take a moment to determine where 
you might keep the booklet so that it is most handy 
for you during the 90 days of the Open the Doors 
of Peace campaign.  If you think that an extra copy 
might make your prayer life easier,  
contact the church office. 
 

Beginning on February 9, 2014, we are asking 
each of our members to take a minute each day to 
add the daily petition to their individual or family 
prayer time.  Just think how inspiring it will be to 
know that you are praying the same prayer as your 
fellow members each day!   

We Will All Be Praying Together! 

Strangers No More; I Call You Friends 
Home Gathering Meetings build bonds among members 

What Can I Expect at the Home Gathering Meeting? 
 

 Well, for one, you will NOT be asked to make a financial commitment at the Home Gathering Meeting.   
 

 What you can expect is an hour or so in relaxed fellowship with a group of members from your congregation.  
There will be light refreshments, time for chit-chat, your first look at the “Open the Doors” video, a review of the 
campaign brochure, and a short Bible study.  Nobody will be “put on the spot” about anything.  This is a time for all 
members of Peace to share their thoughts and dreams for their congregation, to build each other up as fellow 
members of the Body of Christ at Peace and to just get to know each other a little better.   
 

 A great group of volunteers have offered to serve as Home Gathering Hosts and this same group will be con-
tacting you on a few occasions to make sure you are planning to attend all of the campaign events.  Please give 
them a few minutes of your time when they call to make sure you are fully plugged into the campaign events. 

 When my children were young I used to look for ways to explain to them who was a stranger and 

who was a friend.  I finally settled on the advice that we could be sure someone was a friend if we had 

visited them in their home or shared food with them. 

  That’s why I think home meetings among church members are so important.  

Over the years I have taken part in many church activities where we opened our 

home or where we visited the home of another member for a meeting or social 

function.  To this day, I feel I know those people better than others here at church.  

They are my church friends!   

 Beginning on March 17, you can make new church friends by participating in 

one of the Open the Doors of Peace Home Gathering meetings.  Host a gathering or attend a gathering.  

You will learn about the campaign and you will have a good time! 
Donna Linnemeyer, Wittenberg Church Consultants  
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spiritually, determine where we want to make changes, and then turn in a pledge to make those changes.  
Wittenberg calls this period of  
spiritual renewal our “Time in the Wilderness.” 
 

 In late February, our members will receive a packet of information that will guide them in their 
“Wilderness” time.  Our spiritual pledges will be turned in on the weekend of March 9, right after we 
all participate in prayer vigil.   
 

 After that, we will begin the stewardship phase of the program, which will consist of talks by our 
members, home gathering meetings, an inspirational video, the campaign brochure, and other fun  
fellowship events for all ages. 
 

Plan now to participate in as many Open the Doors of Peace events as possible! 

(Continued from page 1) 

“Quiet on the Set….Now, Action!” 
 
Watch for a burst of video cameras at Peace on the weekend of February 8. A short video is planned as part 
of the Open the Doors of Peace campaign to inform us of our need for a successful spiritual renewal and 
stewardship program and also to inspire us to commit to all aspects of the campaign. The video is being 
filmed by Ron Fullerton and edited by Dave Witt.  We hope many of our members will take a few moments 
speak to the camera about their excitement for the building program, their experiences at Peace, and their 
vision for the future.   

The Case Statement for Peace Lutheran Church Capital Campaign 2014 

Two Phases:  Spiritual and Stewardship 

(Continued from page 1)  
 
 

Open the Doors of Peace 
This is an exciting time in our parish.  We have two new pastors who are forward-looking and ready to 
grow with God’s grace.  While we desire to open our doors wide for the gifts of Christ to be shared 
with all, there are obstacles.  We want to serve the gospel to all but our church is not easily accessible 
to our guests and members.  Many areas of our facility are difficult to access and we do not have con-
venient fellowship space large enough for all to gather. 
 
To situate Peace for the next century, we need a building that accommodates all ages and cultures, in-
viting the generations to come into meaningful worship.  God has opened the doors of heaven to us in 
the Divine Service, a foretaste of heaven on earth.  A new sanctuary and improved fellowship space on 
the ground floor with better accessibility for all is where we are staking our future and growth.  It is 
time to Open the Doors of Peace.  
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Open the Doors of Peace  
Recruitment Continues  Won’t you join us? 

God has blessed us with a great team of volunteers to head up our campaign.  The teams and team 
leaders are listed below.  The team leaders have begun to recruit team members and we will continue 
to add to our teams as the campaign moves forward. 
 
Campaign Co Directors  Tucker Kehoe, PJ Kehoe, Carol Hansel, 
           Joan Primrose  
Campaign Coordinator  Bev Saathoff  
Word & Sacrament/Renewal Pastor Marcus Mackay, Mike Nissen  
Communications    Pastor Benjamin Siebert, Lisa Novak  
Mailing       Jeri Dush  
Member Contact Home Gathering Gwen Ruppert  
Food and Fellowship   Sandy Nissen, Lisa Nissen  
Children and Youth   Kayla Olson, Megan Schuler 
Commitment (pledges)  Clark Hansel, Dustin Russell 
Follow-Up      Vicki Haller, Barbie Hoins  
 
We have opportunities for all members to plug into the cam-
paign.  If you are asked to join a team, please give an enthusiastic “yes!”  If you cannot join a team, 
we still hope to see you at all of our events.  Watch for news each week and for three more newslet-
ters in the months ahead. 

Meet Our Campaign Consultants 

Wittenberg Church Consultants pride themselves on being 
thoroughly Lutheran in their approach to fundraising.  
Good, biblical stewardship principles are used in the cam-
paign and, most importantly, their campaigns begin with 
three weeks of spiritual emphasis. Says  
Pastor Rossow, “Early on we found that the most im-
portant component in a campaign is spiritual growth.  Our 
goal is to get every member at Peace to examine where 
they stand in relation to the cross of Christ.  Once that 
happens, everything else falls into place.”  

The members of Peace are being guided in the Open the 
Doors of Peace stewardship campaign by Wittenberg 
Church Consultants out of Naperville, Illinois.  Some of 
our members met The Rev. Dr. Tim Rossow and Donna 
Linnemeyer when they led us through strategic planning 
a couple of years ago.  Since that time, Wittenberg has 
added two more consultants to their team--Pastor Jona-
than Fisk and Peter Slayton.  Pastor Rossow and Donna 
did our preliminary visit and information gathering back 
in November and prepared our training materials.  We 
will now be working with Pastor Rossow, Pastor Fisk 
and Peter Slayton as we receive the training, guidance 
and inspiration to carry out our Open the Doors of 
Peace campaign. 
+ Pastor Rossow has served in the pastoral ministry for 
over 25 years and received his Doctor of Ministry De-
gree in Church Organization from Concordia, Fort 
Wayne.   
+Donna Linnemeyer has a business background and has 
worked at Bethany Lutheran Church and School for 
over 20 years.   
+Pastor Fisk, along with serving in regular parish minis-
try, is also the author of the book BROKEN, from Con-
cordia Publishing House, as well as the host of the 
Worldview Everlasting video podcast. 
+Peter Slayton has served in recruitment and training 
for the last twelve years and is the producer for the 
Worldview Everlasting video podcast.  


