
 

Home Gatherings Bring  
Members Together 
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Step by Step for the Next Three 
Weeks 

 
Now 

 Continue “90 Days of Prayers” 

 Continue reading materials; final-
ize your Spiritual Renewal Pledge 
Sheet and begin your chosen 
‘exercises’ 

 Set aside time to attend the prayer 
vigil this weekend 

 
March 11 

 Call RSVP to Home Gathering 
Meeting Host or work with Host 
to find an alternate Gathering time 
and location 

 
Mid March 

 Look for invitation in the mail to 
the Pledge Event, set for Sunday, 
April 6th 

 
March 17-29 

 Attend a Home Gathering Meeting 

 RSVP to the Pledge Event  
 

March 16, 23, and 30 

 Listen for Stewardship Testimo-
nies at the end of worship services 

 
 

 

This weekend, we conclude our “Time 
in the Wilderness” with a 12-hour 
Prayer Vigil.  If you have not officially 
signed up, please take a few minutes, a 
half hour, or more to come to church 
and pray anytime from 9:00 a.m. until 
9:00 p.m. on  Saturday, March 8th.   

The next big campaign event will actu-
ally take place during the last two 
weeks of March.  A number of our 
members have graciously agreed to 
open their homes to host Home Gath-
erings so that we can all learn about 
the “Open the Doors of Peace” cam-
paign, share our thoughts, and come 
together to support the campaign. 

Many of you have or will be receiving 
an invitation in the mail to one of the 
scheduled Home Gatherings.  Please 
make every effort to attend a Home 
Gathering.  If you cannot attend, 
please contact your host to find anoth-
er Gathering that is a better fit with 
your schedule.   

Here is a peek at the itinerary: 

 Chit chat, and introductions, friendly 
conversation 

 Presentation of the Campaign Bro-
chure 

 Presentation of the Campaign Video 

 Sharing of hopes and dreams for 
Peace 

 Bible Study on Stewardship 

 Closing Prayer and refreshments 

There will be NO pledges made at the 
Home Gatherings.  The entire Gather-
ing should last about an hour and a 
half, but this is an important compo-
nent of the campaign.    

We want all of our Peace families to 
attend these important meetings.   

Please make every effort to attend! 

Open the Doors of Peace:  Our Peace Case Statement  
This is an exciting time in our parish.  We have two new pastors who are for-
ward-looking and ready to grow with God’s grace.  While we desire to open 
our doors wide for the gifts of Christ to be shared with all, there are obsta-
cles.  We want to serve the Gospel to all, but our church is not easily accessi-
ble to our guests and members.  Many areas of our facility are difficult to 
access, and we do not have convenient fellowship space large enough for all 
to gather. 
 
To situate Peace for the next century, we need a building that accommodates 
all ages and cultures, inviting the generations to come into meaningful wor-
ship.  God has opened the doors of heaven to us in the Divine Service, a fore-
taste of heaven on earth.  A new sanctuary and improved fellowship space on 
the ground floor with better accessibility for all is where we are staking our 
future and growth.  It is time to Open the Doors of Peace.  

 

 

Open the Doors of 
Peace 

We’re on the web! 
Information & campaign materi-
als are also located on the 
Church website at 
www.peacelutheranhastings.org/
capitalcampaign 
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The big finish for our campaign 
comes with our sacrificial pledg-

es at the pledge event.  These prayerful commit-
ments will determine how far we have come to-
wards our vision for new sanctuary, narthex, and 
ground floor facilities.   

The event will be held Sunday, May 6th at the 
Hastings College Hazelrigg Student Union.   

Our guest speaker for this event is Rev. Clint 
Poppe, a life-long Nebraskan who has served as 
pastor of Good Shepherd Church in Lincoln, Ne-
braska since 1998.   He continues to be an advo-
cate for mission work, both here in Nebraska and 
around the world, and is a voice for confessional 
Lutheran doctrine and practice. 

Rev. Poppe also 
had something to 
do with the for-
mation of both 
Pastors Mackay 
and Siebert, serv-
ing as their vicar-
age supervisor. 

You may remem-
ber him preaching 
when Pastor Mackay was installed here at Peace.  
If so, you already know what an engaging and dy-
namic speaker he is.  

You don’t want to miss this important campaign 
event! 

Rev. Clint Poppe to Speak at Pledge Dinner 

Peace Members Come Together 
for Pledge Event 

Our Capital Campaign Pledge Event will be held on Sunday, April 6th 
at the Hastings College Hazelrigg Student Union, located at 9th Street 
and Elm Avenue (the building with the big clock).  It is a fitting venue, 
being not far from McCormick hall, where Peace Lutheran first wor-
shiped as a congregation.  The festivities will begin at 12:00 noon and 
end at 3:30 p.m.  Dinner will be served, and babysitting will be provid-
ed.  Contact Sandy Nissen to register your child for babysitting.   

The event will include entertainment, and our 
speaker will be Rev. Clint Poppe, of Good Shep-
herd Lutheran Church in Lincoln.  RSVPs will be 
taken prior to the event.  All members of the con-
gregation are invited and encouraged to attend this 
key event of our  “Open the Doors of Peace” cam-
paign.  

Sunday, April 6th is 

our Pledge Event...  

Don’t Miss It! 
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Peace Lutheran’s Commitment to  
Her Heritage  

Peace Lutheran Church has been a part of the 
Hastings community since the middle of the 
last century.  Looking back over the years of 
her existence, much has changed:  the congre-
gation has been served by 5 faithful pastors in 
several worship spaces; the color of the hym-
nals in her pews have gone from red to blue to 
maroon; the faces of her members have 
changed as numbers have grown, friends have 
moved away, and the faithful have been laid to 
rest, awaiting the resurrection of all flesh. 

In addition, the community of Hastings has seen its 
own degree of change. Businesses have come and 
gone, landmarks and demographics have altered, 
and where and how people live would be almost 
unrecognizable to those who lived and worked in 
1940s Hastings.  

Over the years, Peace Lutheran has adjusted as 
new opportunities and challenges were met.  The 
building has been expanded and remodeled as God 
has continued to sustain Peace these past 65 years 
and has blessed her with growth.  

Yet, in the midst of all this change, Peace Lutheran 
Church has continued to be a place where the truth 
of God's saving Word is proclaimed, and God's 
gifts of the Sacraments are rightly administered; it 
has continued to be a place where brothers and sis-
ters in Christ gather as family to receive for-

giveness, life, and 
salvation won by 
the death and resur-
rection of the Son 
of God; and where the traditions handed down 
from the Church continue to be held in honor. 

We now look to move forward with another build-
ing project in order to meet the needs of the years 
to come.  As we continue into the 21st century, we 
don't know exactly what roads lie ahead, but we 
trust in God's promise as things continue to change 
around us, that no matter the location where we 
gather, no matter how many or few we may be-
come, and no matter the language spoken and 
sung, He will continue to feed and sustain His peo-
ple with His holy, precious Word.  

This is our heritage, and this is our future! 
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     Our Video Stars 
Special thanks to the many members of Peace 
who took part in the recording of the “Open the 
Doors of Peace” video during the week of Febru-
ary 9th through 16th. The footage that was taken 
resulted in a wonderful, inspirational video that 
showcases God’s many blessings in the 
past, our current needs, and our vision 
for the future. 

The video will be shown at the Home 
Gatherings that are set to take place 
from March 16th through March 29th.         

If you are unable to attend one of these 
Gatherings, extra copies of the video will be 
available                                                                                
for you to view.  Don’t miss this flick!  At right 
are pictured a few of the stars of the video.  Do 
you recognize any of them? 

Faithfully Planning Your First Fruits Giving 

1. Receive God's gifts. If you have not been faithfully attending worship to hear God's Word, receiving His for-
giveness, and partaking of His body and blood for the eternal benefit of your soul, then by all means repent and 
come receive the gifts of our Lord Jesus! God does not want your money – He wants you, all of you.  

2. Pray. Go to the throne of grace and ask for strength to follow the Lord faithfully. 

3. Consider what the Church does. The Church is called to spread the Good News about Jesus Christ by preach-
ing the Gospel to all who will hear it and administering the Sacraments to the faithful. You are a part of God's 
Church on earth. This is your mission and the mission is for the life of the world – that for which Jesus laid down 
his life and took it up again. The Church cannot complete its mission unless all members of the Church, those who 
have benefited from the Church's mission, faithfully support the Church. 

4. Examine yourself. Consider the commands of God from the New Testament about supporting the work of the 
Church and examine your own giving. Are you: a) giving of your first fruits – that is, does your offering come out 
of your pay check first, not just what's left over; b) giving voluntarily and cheerfully; c) giving proportionally; d) 
relying on God's promise to provide for you? If not, then repent and trust in God's provision. 

5. Decide on your proportion. Now you are ready to consider what proportion of your income you can give faith-
fully, proportionally, and cheerfully. As I mentioned above a good place to start is 10%. That is what my family 
gives and it makes for easy math: just move the decimal  point and that's your offering for the week. But if you 
can't give 10% voluntarily and cheerfully, then pick another proportion: 7%, 5%, even 1%. But just follow the 
guidelines from Scripture and Faithfully Give a Voluntary First Fruits Proportion of your income. 

More Law & Gospel 
So that is God's Law on supporting the Church: support it faithfully from your first fruits, do it voluntarily and 
cheerfully, and do it proportionally. Does that convict you? Does this Law show your sin? I know it convicts me. I 
have certainly not been as cheerful or faithful a giver as I should be. That is the bad news of our sinfulness against 
God's Law. But the good news of the Gospel of Jesus Christ is that we are forgiven by Christ's work on the cross. 
God loves us and has made us his children in Baptism. He feeds us with his very body and blood for the for-
giveness of our sins. We are his and no one can snatch us out of his hands. 

(excerpt written by Rev. Hearth Curtis, Coordinator LCMS Stewardship Ministry—copies of full article in Narthex) 


