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PLEASE USE THE NEW ENTRANCE TO ENTER
& EXIT SERVICES & EVENTS!
NOTEWORTHY DATES
Nov. 1
Nov. 5
Nov. 6
Nov. 12
Nov. 14
Nov. 15
Nov. 18
Nov. 19
Nov. 21
Nov. 22
Nov. 28

1:30p
4:00p
6:00p
8a-8p

LWML
6:30p Ladies Night - sew on Christmas Decorations-bus will run
L.W.M.L. Executive Board Meeting
Men’s Steak Night
General Election Day– Narthex please be mindful of public coming to vote. Keep parking
lot open for Voter’s –Thanks in advance
6:00p Board of Finance 7:00p Trustees & Elders Meeting 8:00p Church Council
9:30a Sewing for Orphan Grain Train
11:00a Senior Bible Study 11:30a Lunch Village Diner
6:30p Ladies Night-work on decorations in craft room
9:30a Quarterly Voters’ Meeting-Budget & Elections
7:00p Right to Life Board
7:00p Thanksgiving Eve Worship
Thanksgiving Day Observed –Office Closed
8-3:00p Fellowship Hall Reserved
2:00p Calling & Caring
7:30p Senior Youth & L.W.M.L. set-up Christmas Decorating

WEEKLY SCHEDULE
Sunday
Tuesday
Wednesday

Divine Service 8:00a & 10:30a Bible Class 9:30a-10:15a
Bible Study 9:30a-10:30a Exception No Class Tuesday, Nov. 6th or 20th
Midweek Family Night– 5:30p Meal 6:00p Classes & Choir 7:00p Worship
7:30p High School Youth Exception No Class Nov. 21st
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Mackay
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I have recently been in receipt of three Divine Calls at the same time. The first Divine Call is the
one I have here to Peace-Hastings, the second Call was to Hope-Shawnee, KS (I returned that
one) and the third I currently hold is to Advent-Zionsville, IN. It is always helpful, for both pastors and laity alike, to make sure we understand the NATURE of the Divine Call. The following
article was written by Rev. Eric Andersen and is one of the best summaries I have ever read.
Please take the time to read this article, meditate and pray!
The Lord will ALWAYS provide! Peace be with you, Pastor Mackay

THE TWO NATURES OF THE DIVINE CALL
By Rev. Eric Andersen
https://steadfastlutherans.org/2013/12/the-two-natures-of-the-divine-call/
The Church stands or falls on the article of justification. Ask any Lutheran about justification and it won’t be long before you’re hearing about salvation by grace through faith. But follow that question up with, “And from whence does this saving faith come?”, and that same person
might look at you like a deer in the headlights. Saving faith is intimately bound up with the means
of grace and our Lord’s institution of the Pastoral Office. Immediately after discussing the article
of justification (AC IV), The Augsburg Confession continues in AC V by answering the question,
“And from whence does this saving faith come?”
So that we may obtain this faith, the Ministry of teaching the Gospel and administering the
Sacraments was instituted (AC V, 1).
Notice the passive voice: was instituted. Man did not take it upon himself to institute the
Office of the Holy Ministry; it is a gift from God. Like salvation, the Church is from above, a gift
from God. We contribute neither to our salvation nor to bringing the Church into existence. Faith
is born in us through the preaching of the Word (Romans 10:17; Acts 13:48). We are born into the
Church through the waters of Holy Baptism (John 3:5; Titus 3:5; 1 Peter 1:3). Our lives in Christ
are sustained by the body and blood of our Lord (John 6:50-58). The Office of the Holy Ministry,
having been entrusted with the stewardship of these gifts (1 Corinthians 4:1), is essential for our
salvation, for it is through Word and Sacrament that the Holy Spirit works saving faith (AC V, 2).
God not only has instituted this Office; He also calls men to serve as pastors (sorry, Nadia). We
might call this the “divine nature” of the Divine Call. That God does the calling is clear enough
in Matthew 9:38 where our Lord says, “Therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to
send out laborers into his harvest.”
The Lord is the one who sends out laborers. That Jesus has in mind pastors is evident
from the context, for prior to making this statement, Jesus has compassion on the crowds
“because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a pastor,” (Matthew 9:36). That
God is the One who calls pastors into this Office is also evident in Acts 20:28, where, in giving
instructions to the pastors in Ephesus, St. Paul says, “Pay careful attention to yourselves and to
all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the church of God,
which he obtained with his own blood.”
But God does not speak directly from heaven when calling pastors to serve in the Pastoral Office. God is fond of working through means, even as He brings forgiveness, life and salvation through the lowly means of water, words, bread, and wine, and even as He gives us our daily
bread by means of our neighbor, who has been called to serve us according to his or her vocation.
So it is with the Divine Call: God does not call pastors to serve His Church directly from heaven,
but works through the means of the Church to place men into this sacred Office. This is where the
“human nature” of the Divine Call comes in. The human side of the Call is evident in Titus 1:5,
where St. Paul instructs Titus to “appoint elders in every town,” (“elder” or “presbyter” is used
here to refer to the Office of the Holy Ministry).
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The Christian faith is an incarnational faith. We rightly speak of the divine and human natures of Christ, the Scriptures, His
Church, and the Divine Call. So also do the Sacraments have heavenly and physical aspects. To overemphasize or deny either nature
leaves us with all sorts of Christological, Biblical, Ecclesiological, and Sacramental errors, such as Arianism and Docetism; fundamentalism and secularism; moralism and mysticism; rationalism and pietism.
We do well to remember both the human and divine aspects of the Divine Call. On the one hand, there’s the divine nature
of the Call. This is a doctrine of supreme comfort and gives all glory to God. In his comments on Galatians 1:1—2, Luther says:
This doctrine has as its purpose that every minister of the Word of God should be sure of his calling. In the sight of both God and
man he should boldly glory that he preaches the Gospel as one who has been called and sent. Thus the king’s emissary boasts and
glories that he does not come as a private person but as the emissary of the king… To glory this way in not vain but necessary; for
he does not glory in himself but in the king who has sent him and whose authority he seeks to have honored and elevated (AE
26:16).
Thus the comfort of this doctrine is evident. When you hear the Gospel, you hear Christ Himself (Luke 10:16). Sermons
aren’t motivational or inspirational speeches. They are the living proclamation of the Gospel, the Absolving Voice of Jesus, so that
there can be absolutely no doubt about God’s love for you. To boast in Christ’s work through the Office of the Holy Ministry is anything but vain. Indeed, it is a holy boast.
By keeping the divine aspect of the call in mind, pastors and congregations don’t need to worry so much about the call process. Yes, it can be a very anxious time for all parties involved, but rest assured that the Lord is at work to send laborers into His
harvest. Selfish motives will always be at work, from both a pastoral and congregational perspective. Will congregations search for a
faithful pastor, or do they want someone who will do their bidding? Will pastors make call decisions for godly reasons or selfish
ones? Try as we may to suppress our sinful motives, we cannot rid ourselves of these entirely.
Comfort is found in the fact that it is a divine call. Even when we “interfere”, we know that God will work in spite of us to
accomplish His good purposes (cf. Gen 50:20, Romans 8:28). We live in daily contrition and repentance and God raises us up to
new life.
There was a time when the divine aspect of the call was over-emphasized to the detriment of the human. This is typified by
the “casting lots” approach to calling pastors (or, in the case of the seminaries, that old joke about throwing darts at a map). While
we know we cannot thwart God, we ought not put Him to the test, either. And, when we consider the human aspect of the divine
call, I would suggest this method is less than prudent. A call is in many ways like a marriage, and marriages have the best chance of
success where the couple’s values and worldview are compatible.
You would think that basic theological compatibility would be a given when it comes to pastors and congregations of the
same synod, but unfortunately, this is not always the case. In the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, there are deep divisions over
matters of doctrine and practice, which is why SET and PIF forms are necessary (a SET is a Self-Evaluation Tool and a PIF is a Personal Inventory Form, both of which are documents in which pastors are to spell out where they stand on a variety of theological
matters). There was a time when, if a congregation were to call an LCMS pastor, there was no question what his doctrine and practice would look like.
Today, we seem to have swung to the opposite end of the pendulum. Not many congregations cast lots these days before
calling a pastor, and gone are the days when pastors accepted calls without first gathering a great deal of information from the congregation regarding compensation, the congregation’s history, attendance, and preferred practices. Where pastors and congregations
pore over SETs and PIFs, schedule interview after interview, and even have pastors preach “tryout sermons”, it seems we have put
way too much emphasis on the human side of the call process. Where pastors are looking for “promotions” and congregations are
concerned above all with a pastor’s personality or to find a man who will sacrifice fidelity in the name of “love”, we trifle with God.
As Luther said, “A curse on a love that is observed at the expense of the doctrine of faith, to which everything must yield – love, an
apostle, an angel from heaven, etc.!”(AE 27:38).
There is also a very real danger of enthusiasm in the call process. It is exceedingly dangerous to look for “signs from God”
as to whether extend a call (from a congregational perspective) or to accept one (from a pastor’s perspective). God does not give us
signs apart from the Sacraments, nor does He speak to us apart from His Word. As Luther says, “Whatever is praised as from the
Spirit—without the Word and Sacraments—is the devil himself,” (Smalcald Articles III:VIII, 10). A faithless generation seeks after
signs, and we dare not put the Lord our God to the test. All we need to hear from God has already been said in His Word (Heb 1:1—
2; 2 Timothy 3:16—17). You might expect St. Peter, who was with Jesus on the Mount of Transfiguration, who heard the very voice
of God the Father from heaven, to say, “Go thou and seek likewise.” But he doesn’t. Instead, he says, “We have something more
sure, the prophetic word, to which you will do well to pay attention,” (2Pe 1:19).
Instead of looking for signs from heaven, congregations ought to look for a faithful pastor. From a pastor’s perspective,
vocational considerations are primary: where can I best put the gifts God has given me to use? Where can I best provide for my family’s spiritual, emotional, and yes, even financial, needs? Common sense also plays a role here: after all, God has given us our reason and all our senses, and still takes care of them (Small Catechism, Creed: I). As we noted earlier, the presence of sin (from the
human side) can complicate the call process, which makes it impossible for pastors and congregations to make decisions for purely
godly reasons. Thus, we live in daily contrition and repentance and trust in the work of the Holy Spirit. God always accomplishes
His purposes, whether it’s through us or in spite of us.
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Right to Life Flag Display at
Peace Lutheran Church
A sobering reality: 970 babies
were aborted while you were at
work today. Youth helped poke
970 pink and blue flags into the
church yard to represent the babies who lost their life to abortion
during the last 8 hours. The flags
silently spoke in our church yard
for one week and then moved on
to Zion Lutheran Church and School.
The Same Day, 205 people participated in the Life Chain along 2nd Street
and N. Burlington Ave. on Sunday, October
7. This number is way down from past
years. Could have been the cooler damp
weather. There wasn’t as much traffic on
the streets as some years. About 300 guests
attended the Wellspring Crisis Pregnancy
Center BBQ.

Men’s Steak Night
Monday, November 5th
All men are invited to enjoy
steak & fellowship! at 6:00pm
(eat around 6:30pm) $12 p/
person. We play cards
& enjoy beverage after a short
Bible Study. Join Us!

HURRICANES FLORENCE AND MICHAEL left a trail of
destruction, uprooting the lives and livelihoods of
hundreds of thousands of people. The devastation
will be felt for a long time, requiring prolonged financial support for those in need. Thrivent has offered a
match of up to $1,000,000—dollar for dollar--to help
victims of these hurricanes. Your donation must be
made online at www.livegenerously.com.
Eight different charities are listed to select from
with Orphan Grain Train being one of them.
You do not need to be a Thrivent member to
have your gift matched. This matching opportunity will run until the $1 million match is
met or until December 31, 2018, whichever
comes first.

Gifts may be sent directly to Orphan Grain Train!
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SENIOR YOUTH GROUP NEWS: What a great group of Youth, we are 13+ strong and have a lot planned this
coming year. Youth Group is Wednesday Nights at 7:30pm, following Wednesday Church. If you are in High
School and have not attended, don’t miss out on the great fellowship and bible study we have each week.
On Oct. 24th we went to the Old Middle School and helped with the Hearts and Hands Against Hunger and filled
meal bags for the Hungry. What a Great way to give back to our fellow brothers and sisters.
Thanks for all that have purchased a Pan for our first fundraiser of the year, the money raised will help us offset
costs of Youth that want to attend “Higher Things Youth Conference” this summer in Seward, and our goal is also to
raise funds so we can go on a Mission trip in 2020 to Dominic Republic . If you never got a pan and would love to
purchase one, we will have extras available. Thanks Members for your support of our Senior Youth, we great-

ly appreciated it, if anyone needs anything from our Senior Youth, help with yard work, etc. give us a call
and we would be happy to assist you.
UPCOMING EVENTS: Nov. 16 4pm-?? Youth Group Baking Party-prepping for Bake Sale on the 17th.
Nov. 17
Nov. 18
Nov. 21

C3 Hotel Craft and Vendor Show - Bake Sale at Show come and support our Senior Youth!
Bake Sale at Church
No Youth Group-Thanksgiving Holiday
Dec. 5 Serving Advent Meal

HONEY SUNDAY IN NOVEMBER
Honey bears will be for sale at $5 each beginning Sunday,
November 4th and until all 18 bears are sold.
The honey bears will be in the Narthex after
the early service and before the late service, or
in the office during the week. If you do not
use honey, a donation is always appreciated
and put to good use. The funds raised from
honey bear sales goes to the Adams/Clay ARC
advocates for the rights of all citizens with developmental
disabilities and provides support for their families.
Thank you Joan Primrose 402-463-9752.

YOUTH SERVICE PROJECT
Now through Sunday, December 16TH with all
of the Sunday School & Wednesday Family
Night students of Peace Lutheran Church will be
collecting dry goods, canned food and nonperishable items to be distributed to people and
families in our congregation and our community
in need. Donations are welcome to help the
families in need through the holidays. Students
will work with the Human Care Committee to
distribute the food and items to the ones in
need. Thank You! Questions Carol Krause.

NOW FOR A LIMITED-TIME
Introducing the LCEF 40-Month Note at 4%
To meet future loan demand and help support growing ministry opportunities, LCEF needs to raise an additional $100 million. Which is why they invite you to a special,
limited-time investment opportunity: their 40-month 40th anniversary note at 4%.
4% FIXED RATE
$500 MINIMUM TO OPEN, $40,000 MAXIMUM PER NOTE
40-MONTH TERM NOTE, COMPOUNDED QUARTERLY LIMIT 1 PER TAX ID
NEW MONEY ONLY (cannot transfer funds out of an existing LCEF account to open a note)
PRIMARY OWNER ON THE ACCOUNT MUST BE 18 YEARS OR OLDER Fill out the application,
Download an application today at https://lcef.org/40month/ or call 800-843-5233

A BIG
THANK YOU
to all the help from
the Members of
Peace L.W.M.L.
for your generous
contributions for
the October 201718 in-gatherings.
God asks that we
be cheerful givers
of our time, talents,
and treasurers and
that we did this
past year with the
20 gift cards (10
ea.) for the seminaries, 24 Layettes,
40 School Kits, and
39 Quilts for Orphan Grain Train,
as well as the three
totes of food items
for the Hastings
Food Pantry.
We are blessed to
have such caring
people in this
Congregation.
Nadeen Debban,
Chairman
Peace L.W.M.L.
Human Care

Thursday, Nov. 1st 1:30pm Fellowship and Topic –Sue Fintel, Hostess
(continuing Focus Bible Study)
Monday, Nov. 12-9:30am Sewing for Orphan Grain Train
Monday, Nov. 26-Last day to sign up for December 2, Christmas Dinner
Our group serves Advent Supper on Wednesday, December 12th.
Cookie plates will be assembled on Sunday, December 16th for caroling.
Sunday, December 2- $8 per person, Christmas Dinner at noon, sign-up sheet
will be available Sunday, November 4th. Thank You! Diane Gundlach

Ladies of Peace Lutheran Church
Join us on Sunday, December 2, 2018 at noon
Christmas Dinner hosted by the LWML
Cost for the roast beef meal is $8.00 w/ Entertainment
Sign up on the table in the Narthex or call Diane at 402-463-7448
Last day to sign up is Monday, Nov. 26th.
Bus will be running – please call Church Office
We are collecting funds for solar lights for a school in Tanzania.

Peace Lutheran LWML The Quarterly Meeting was held on October 15th at 7 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Pastor Mackay read from Genesis and spoke of hope through God’s love. Pastor led us
in an opening prayer then we joined in a table prayer before enjoying birthday cake and ice
cream. Hostesses for the event were Ethel Schukei, Kathryn Lundquist, and Diane Gundlach.
Ronda Johnson gave all Bible quiz sheets. Each person was encouraged to answer on their own,
then answers were shared. Small prizes were handed out to all. Diane Gundlach, president,
opened the business meeting. Sue Fintel gave the Mite Box dedication. She pointed out some of
the eleven new district grants for the next two years including one for Orphan Grain Train.
Nadeen Debban reported that 40 school kits were completed with a box of extra items sent to
Orphan Grain Train. The sewing ladies have completed 39 quilts this year. Six quilts were displayed for LWML Sunday. We are now collecting gift cards for Fort Wayne and St. Louis seminaries. Carol Hansel gave a report on card sales. There are greeting cards to take if you can use
them. Janelle Ham reported on the South District Convention. About 300 people took part in the
church service. There were about a dozen Pastors helping with that service. Diane reported that
Katie Schuermann, one of the speakers, has some books out—some for pleasure reading and a
couple for inspiration. Copies will be available in the library. It was reported that MaryAnn Niemoth spoke about Tanzania at the rally at Zion in Hastings. Money was collected there for solar
lights for the school. MaryAnn and her brother plan to return in February and take some solar
lights then. We voted to support this mission. 2019 President is Ronda Johnson, New Officers
were elected by a voice vote. Those elected were: Janelle Ham for Vice President, Ruth Albers
for Treasurer, and Diane Gundlach for Secretary.
Reported by: Diane Gundlach—402 463-7448
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Mourning + Family of Norma Hanson + Family of Anita Bennett + Family of Chuck Theesen
Expecting + Sara Armon + Erica Siebert + Kayla Reutzel + Jessica (Jay Jay) Morgan Holy
Matrimony + Roger & Julie (Klatt) Volk + Matt & Andrea (Hesterman) Simianer Divine Call +
Pastor Mackay & family Hospice, Surgery, or Hospitalization + Roger Buck + Ronda Johnson + Angel Adz + Tammy Rodriguez + Ramona Holtzen + Deb Johnson + Al Kress Health Issues + Ronda
Rosenau + Margret Herbert + Jean Thom + Sandy Nissen + Carol Smith + Randy Russell Cancer + Barbara Classan + Andy Jacques + Ed Elshof + Marilyn Houston Military + Gary Thompson + Ross Peters

September 2018 YTD Financial Summary Reports
General Fund

$

39,851

Property Improvement Fund

$

4,809

Memorial Fund

$

33,422

Church Savings

$

497

Junior Youth Ministry

$

3, 933

Senior Youth Ministry

$

-192

YTD Weekly Average Church Attendance
OFFERINGS $ 112,539 PROPERTY OFFERINGS $
BUDGETED $ 133,840 At 62%
BUDGETED $

SPECIAL
At 56%

OFFERINGS $
BUDGETED $

2,176
2,625

732
975

FINANCIAL NOTES: The total budget income is sitting at 63% and total expenses 80%.
Last year we stood at 59% for Income and 78% for expenses.

Open the Doors of Peace – September 30, 2018 YTD
(totals include all monies that have been received from 2013 to present)
Income:

$
799,806
$
31,976
$
188,733
$
43,788
$
3,910
$
1,000
$ 1,069,212
$ 1,265,700
$
191,516

6:00pm Choir
Join Us!
Want to
encourage
and Welcome
Youth to play
instruments,
solos, small
groups at our
Services
please
talk with
Mr. David
Witt

151

CURRENT
At 63%

Capital Campaign I-Pledged Donations
Capital Campaign I-Non-Pledged Donations
Capital Campaign II
Alan Koepke Pledge
Interest
Special Paint Supply Donation
Total Income:
Total Expenses to date (increases with loan interest)
Current Building Loan Balance (without interest)
Respectfully Submitted,
Jan Hinze
Treasurer

Mr. Dave Witt
Dr. Phil

WINE
DONATIONS
Members may
Bring to the
CHURCH
OFFICE.
THANK YOU!
ALTAR GUILD

If you need transportation to your
polling
place within Hastings,
please call Joan Primrose at 402-469-6335 to
arrange a ride between
4:30-7:30 p.m. on November 6. Leave a message if she doesn't answer. Joan Primrose
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Baby Blankets a Blessing
Carol Krause’s nimble fingers are never idle. She crocheted 13
beautiful baby blankets for a silent auction conducted in early
October, raising $237 for our Human Care Committee work
here at Peace. Those who purchased the blankets either kept
the blanket or donated it to the Wellspring Crisis Pregnancy &
Health Center in Hastings. Ten donated blankets were delivered to Wellspring.
Trisha Burbach, Client Services Education Director, was awestruck with the gift
of these blankets. These blankets will
either be part of a “Blessing Bundle” they put together to take to
the hospital for new mothers who have received services from
them and some blankets might go on the shelf to be purchased
with “bucks” new parents can earn by attending parenting classes
at Wellspring. Wellspring Pregnancy & Health Center is the only pro-life center in the greater Hastings
area. Wellspring offers advice, support,
encouragement, and hope, pregnancy tests,
ultrasounds, STD/STI tests, parenting classes in a Christian environment, and diapers to mothers in need.
Wellspring—Instilling Hope, Empowering Lives with the Transforming Love of Christ, 223 E. 14th St, Ste. 202, Hastings, NE
402-463-7785. Joan Primrose

Rock-a-Bye Baby. Four young women - all from Peace -were honored at a baby
shower on Sunday, October 21, 2018. Sarah Armon -surprise baby; Shanna Beard
with a baby girl born at the end of August; Jessica (J.J.) Morgan - expecting a boy;
and Kayla Reutzel -expecting a boy. This shower
was a great way to bring together women who might
not know or get to know each other. Carol Krause
led games with scrambled words, fill in the blank
nursery rhymes, and pop the balloon to find a tiny
baby doll inside. With laughter, one table checked
their dolls to see if theirs was a boy or girl. Lisa Novak, Vicki Haller & Carol
Krause served a lunch of sandwiches, cake, nuts, and punch. Joan Primrose

