
St. Stephen, Martyr 
26 December 2021   Anno Domini                      

 
INTROIT                                       (Ps. 31:1, 3, 5: antiphon: Rev. 7:14b) 

 
These are the ones coming out of the great tribu- | lation.* 

 They have washed their robes and made them white in the 

     blood | of the Lamb. 

In you, O LORD, do I take refuge; let me never be | put to shame;* 

 in your righteousness de- | liver me. 

For you are my rock and  my | fortress;* 

 and for your name’s sake you lead me and | guide me. 

These are the ones coming out of the great tribu- | lation.* 

 They have washed their robes and made them white in the                     

      blood | of the Lamb. 

 

 

 

 

 
Collect of the Day 

Heavenly Father, in the midst of our sufferings for the sake of Christ 

grant us grace to follow the example of the first martyr, Stephen, that we 

also may look to the One who suffered and was crucified on our behalf 

and pray for those who do us wrong; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

 

 
Verse                                                                                  (Psalm 116:15) 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

Precious in the sight | of the LORD* 

     is the death | of his saints.  

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

 

Epistle: Acts 6:8-7: 2a, 51-60
8            

  

And Stephen, full of grace 
and power, was doing great 
wonders and signs among the 
people. 

9 

Then some of those who 
belonged to the synagogue of the 
Freedmen (as it was called), and of 
the Cyrenians, and of the 
Alexandrians, and of those from 
Cilicia and Asia, rose up and 
disputed with Stephen. 

10 

But they 
could not withstand the wisdom 
and the Spirit with which he was 
speaking. 

11 

Then  they secretly 
instigated men who said, “We have 
heard him speak blasphemous 
words against Moses and 
God.” 

12 

And they stirred up the 
people and the elders and the 
scribes, and they came upon him 
and seized him and brought him 
before the council. 

13 

and they set 
up false witnesses who said, “This 
man never ceases to speak words 
against this holy place and the 
law, 

14 

for we have heard him say 
that this Jesus of Nazareth will 
destroy this place and 
will change the customs that Moses 
delivered to us.” 

15 

And gazing at 
him, all who sat in the council saw 
that his face was like the face of an 
angel. 

7 

And the high priest said, 
“Are these things so?” 

2 

And 
Stephen said: “Brothers and 
fathers, hear me. The God of glory 
appeared to our father Abraham 
when he was in 
Mesopotamia, before he lived in 
Haran, 

51 

“You stiff-necked people 
uncircumcised in heart and ears, 
you always resist the Holy 
Spirit. As your fathers did, so do 
you. 

52 

Which of the prophets did 
your fathers not persecute? And 
they killed those who announced 
beforehand the coming of the 
Righteous One, whom you have 
now betrayed and murdered, 

53 

you 
who received the law as delivered 
by angels and did not keep it.”  
54 

Now when they heard these 
things they were enraged, and 

they ground their teeth at 
him. 

55 

But he, full of the Holy 
Spirit, gazed into heaven and 
saw the glory of God, and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of 
God. 

56 

And he said, “Behold, I 
see the heavens opened, and the 
Son of Man standing at the right 
hand of God.” 

57 

But they cried out 
with a loud voice and stopped their 
ears and rushed together at 
him. 

58 

Then they cast him out of 
the city and stoned him. And the 
witnesses laid down their 
garments at the feet of a young man 
named Saul. 

59 

And as they were 
stoning Stephen, he called out, 
“Lord Jesus, receive my 
spirit.” 

60 

And falling to his knees he 
cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, 
do not hold this sin against them.” 
And when he had said this, he fell 
asleep. 

 
Holy Gospel: Matthew 23:34-39  
34 

Therefore I send you prophets 
and wise men and scribes, some of 
whom you will kill and crucify, 
and some you will flog in your 
synagogues and persecute from 
town to town, 

35 

so that on you may 
come all the righteous blood shed 
on earth, from the blood of 
righteous Abel to the blood 
of Zechariah the son of 
Barachiah, whom you murdered 
between the sanctuary and the 
altar. 

36 

Truly, I say to you, all these 
things will come upon this 
generation.

37 

“O Jerusalem, 
Jerusalem, the city that kills the 
prophets and stones those who are 
sent to it! How often would I 
have gathered your children 
together as a hen gathers her 
brood under her wings, and you 
were not willing! 

38 

See, your house 
is left to you desolate. 

39 

For I tell 
you, you will not see me again, until 
you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes 
in the name of the Lord.’” 


