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The purpose of this pamphlet 

 

Peace Lutheran is embarking on a campaign to raise 

funds to build a new sanctuary, narthex, main floor 

facilities and a re-purposed fellowship hall.  We have 

already taken the effort to make sure this campaign is 

based on spiritual renewal. Now it is time to 

understand what the Bible teaches about how we give 

to God. Each member is asked to read this pamphlet 

and begin to pray and think about personal 

stewardship commitment. 
 

 



 

 

 

Giving to God, Guilt or Joy? 
 

 

Look at the crucifix in the picture on the 

right. Does it conjure up guilt or joy for 

you? It might do both and that is okay.  

 

As Christians we sometimes feel guilt for 

our many sins but we also feel great joy in 

knowing that Christ has paid the price for 

them. The motivation for Biblical steward-

ship is also a healthy combination of both 

guilt and joy. The challenge is under-

standing how to have the right mix of each. 

 

Guilt Works but God Wants Cheerful Givers 
Guilt is a great motivator. Peace could raise a lot more money 

in offerings if the pastors used a lot more guilt in their 

preaching and teaching. Most religious people have a well 

developed conscience and so telling them how much they need 

to sacrifice for God usually works. 

 

The problem with this approach is that God does not want his 

children to be unhappy or guilty. God wants us to give 

cheerfully and with joy. Consider this passage from Paul’s 

second letter to the Corinthians: 

 

Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not 

reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 

giver. II Corinthians 9:7 

 

A guilty giver is not a cheerful giver but instead is a 

begrudging giver.  

 



 4 

But that is not the end of the story on guilt. There is a place for 

the preaching of the guilt, sacrifice and the law as we shall see 

in the next section. 

 

 

God’s Word is a Two-Edged Sword of Guilt and Joy 
Here is what the author of Hebrews says about God’s word: 

 

For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any 

two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of 

spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts 

and intentions of the heart. Hebrews 4:12 

 

One edge of the sword is the law of God and the other edge of 

the sword is the Gospel of God. You probably remember this 

teaching of law and Gospel from your confirmation class. 

 

God uses His word of law to show us our sin and He uses His 

word of Gospel to show us our Savior. They are both truly 

God’s word. 

 

The First Edge of the Sword – The Law 

God speaks his word of law to show us our sin. Notice what 

Paul says in Romans: 

 

For by works of the law no human being will be justified in 

his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin. 

Romans 3:20 
 

If we did not know about our sin we would never know that we 

needed to be forgiven.  

 

Looking at Jesus hanging on the cross conjures up guilt. After 

all, He had to come to earth, be born of a woman, be beaten 

and lashed and finally die on a cross all because of our sin. A 

religion without the proper guilt demanded of the Law is a 

religion that ignores a major emphasis of the Bible – God’s 
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accusing word of law. But that is not God’s final word. The 

sword has a second edge and it is the better edge. It is God’s 

comforting word of the Gospel. 

 

The Second and Better Edge of the Sword – the Gospel 
Once we recognize our sin we are able to confess it. The 

confession of our sin is followed up by God’s proper work -  

the work He loves to do - forgiving us so that we might be His 

children. This passage clearly demonstrates this two-fold work 

of God’s word culminating in him taking away our sins. 

 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 

truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and 

just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. I John 1:8-9 

 

Through the sacrifice of His Son God totally forgets our sins.  

The Bible uses the metaphor 

of the sea to convince us that 

our sins are forever lost. The 

prophet Micah (7:9) says that 

God has cast our sins into the 

depths of the sea where they 

can never be retrieved. 

 

Let’s not forget our focus. 

We have reviewed God’s 

two-fold word so that we might sort out “giving from guilt” 

from “giving joyfully.” 

 

How the Sword of the Word Motivates Giving 
God’s word of Gospel is what grows our faith. God has 

attached His word of Gospel to the means of grace. (We talked 

about that in the “Means of Grace” booklet you received a few 

weeks ago.) So the more we get those means of grace into our 

lives (preaching, absolution, baptism, the Lord’s Supper), the 

stronger our faith will be. In regards to stewardship and giving 
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offerings this converts into cheerful givers. But just as we 

learned above, we do not start with the Gospel. We start with 

the law and it has some harsh things to say about the sin in our 

hearts and how it likes to selfishly hoard things for itself. Jesus 

says this: 

 

No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the 

one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and 

despise the other. You cannot serve God and money. 

Matthew 6:24 

 

Provide yourselves with moneybags that do not grow old, 

with a treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no 

thief approaches and no moth destroys. Luke 12:33 

 

Solomon and Isaiah have this to say: 

 

He who loves money will not be satisfied. Ecclesiastes 5:10 

 

Why do you spend your money on that which does not 

satisfy? Isaiah 55:2 

 

These words are spoken to us not to leave us in despair but to 

lead us to God’s better word of Gospel. God forgives us our sin 

of selfishness and even more, He promises to take care of us. 

Consider the well-known words of the twenty-third Psalm: 

 

The Lord is my shepherd I shall not want… Psalm 23:1 

 

God will take care of all our needs. If He would not spare His 

own Son but give him freely for us into death on the cross then 

certainly He will give us all things that we need. 

 

And my God will supply every need of yours according to 

his riches in glory in Christ Jesus. Philippians 4:19 
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Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have 

neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them. Of 

how much more value are you than the birds! Luke 12:24 

 

Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure 

to give you the kingdom. Luke 12:32 

 

So God has forgiven us, made us heirs to great blessings in 

heaven someday and promised to care for all our needs. These 

promises of His Gospel free us up to be joyful givers. 

 

Conclusion 
 

This is an exciting time in our parish. We have two new pastors 

who are forward-looking and ready to grow with God’s grace. 

While we desire to open our doors wide for the gifts of Christ 

to be shared with all, there are obstacles. We want to serve the 

gospel to all, but our church is not easily accessible to our 

guests and members. Many areas of our facility are difficult to 

access and we do not have convenient fellowship space large 

enough for all to gather. 

 

To situate Peace for the next century, we need a building that 

accommodates all ages and cultures, inviting the generations to 

come into meaningful worship. God has opened the doors of 

heaven to us in the Divine Service, a foretaste of heaven on 

earth. A new sanctuary and improved fellowship space on the 

ground floor with better accessibility for all is where we are 

staking our future and growth. It is time to Open the Doors of 

Peace. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 8 

 

 


